
Official Publication of the Women Marines Association      
Fall 2003   Vol. 28 • No. 4   April/May/June 2008   Serving our members since 1969       Vol. 33 No. 2

LCpl Maria Lauterbach: One of our Own 
    The story of LCpl Maria Lauter-
bach was still unfolding at press time 
for the last newsletter. The sad news 
of her tragic death at the hands of an-
other Marine was felt “to the Corps” 
by all of us. 
     You have seen and read all the 
news regarding this tragedy, includ-
ing the news of the capture of her 
alleged killer in Mexico. This is not 
going to be re-hashed here. 
     This all too brief item is to 
remember a 20-yr-old woman who 
was adopted as a toddler and never 
sat still. The bold, lively child was 

constantly climbing things and jumping off them. Maria loved 
sports, excelling in soccer and softball in high school. 
     Maria knew before she graduated from high school that she 
wanted to be a Marine, but did not like being so far from home. 
Home was very important to her, and joining the Marine Corps 
was her first venture away. The vivacious child who was hard to 

keep down was remembered by members of her church congrega-
tion for her strength, vitality and independent spirit. 
     The flag-draped casket bearing her remains and those of her 
unborn son, Gabriel Joseph, were laid to rest in Calvary Cemetery, 
Vandalia, Ohio on 2 February. 
     LCpl Lauterbach was assigned to the 2nd Marine Logistics 
Group of the II Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp Lejeune 
when she and her unborn son were 
murdered. She joined the Corps in 
June 2006 and served as an admin 
clerk. She never deployed to Iraq.
     The Lauterbach family requests 
donations be made to Vandalia 
Butler Foundation, Maria Lauterbach 
Athletic Scholarship Fund, P.O. Box 
722, Vandalia, OH 45377.

     Semper Fidelis, Maria.
                                                             
                Sondra Metzger

“65 years of proud service to country and Corps”
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Loyal Escort Passing
     Loyal Escort Director Tony McPherson passed 
away on 1 May at the young age of 51 from pul-
monary hypertension. Many of you may remem-
ber Tony from the Hospitality Room at the Louis-
ville convention. He was a very supportive Loyal 
Escort and the love of wife Natalie’s life.
     Tony, like his wife, was 
also a former Marine, having 
served from December 1975 
to January 1992 when he re-
tired as a captain.
     Along with his wife, he is 
survived by two children, his 
mother and three brothers. Fu-
neral services were held on 5 
May.
     Condolences can be sent to Natalie and her 
family at: Natalie McPherson, 34835 Lakewood 
St, Chesterfield, MI 48047-4404.
     Our thoughts go out to the McPherson family 
and to all those whose lives he touched.
     Semper Fidelis, Tony.        

          
On 2 May we lost 22-yr-old LCpl Casey 
L. Casanova, McComb, Mississippi, to 
yet another roadside IED attack, along 
with three other male Marines.
     LCpl Casanova joined the Marine 
Corps in December 2005 and was a 
field radio operator assigned to Com-
bat Logistics Battalion 1, Combat Lo-
gistics Regiment 1, 1st Marine Logis-
tics Group, I MEF, Camp Pendleton. 
She was deployed to Iraq with her unit 
on Valentine’s Day of this year and was 

engaged to be married in September.
     This news reached WMA right before the newsletter went to press, so more 
will be written about this Marine in the next issue.

LCpl Casey L.Casanova

2008 Convention Information
• Deadline Reminder:
   01 August for tours, golf, fishing, etc. and paper registration
   15 August for online registration

Another Loss in Iraq
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A Word from the President                      

Women of the Corps,
     I hope your Memorial Day activities 
were memorable! If you’re ever in Colo-
rado, I hope you’ll make it a point to check 
out the Marine Corps Memorial in Golden 
where WMA has a boulder with a plaque 
dedicated to us on the Circle of Honor. We 
have long been a supporter of this memo-
rial and every Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day present the wreath of remembrance 
and place flowers at the base of our boulder 
in remembrance of our sister Marines. Put 
it on your list of places to see when you 
come to Colorado in 2010!
     I’d like to extend a welcome to some new 
people in leadership positions for WMA. 
Lillian Cross, Area 10 Director; Sara Hefty, 
Area 7 Director; Kathy Van Gorder, Area 
2 Director and our new Legal Officer, Jen-
nifer Spooner. Many thanks to their prede-
cesors who so ably and wonderfully served 
WMA. Geradine Fiorello, Pam Grotegut, 
Alice Dolbear, and Denne Howard are all 
great WMA members whose service is 
greatly appreciated.
     I know some of you may be in areas 
affected by the heavy snows, flooding, and 
mud slides. I hope this finds you well. If 
you need assistance from WMA contact 
your Chapter President or Area Director 
and we’ll do what we can to assist.
     Since I last addressed you all I have been 
to New Orleans for the anniversary (along 
with BGen Tracy Garrett), to DC for the MC 
Heritage Foundation Awards Dinner, and to 
the Southwest for meetings there.  Every-
where I go I am continually impressed with 
the great service our women Marines per-
form in their communities. Service to our 
veterans is one of our purposes that should 
be at the top of our priority lists. Volunteer-
ing at your local VA and doing things for 
our veterans (especially Marines) has al-
ways been a hallmark of WMA.  
     You are absolutely energetic and com-
mitted and I thank you all so much for your 
support of WMA and our veterans.
     One story I’d like to mention is of a 
young Marine. We met his mother-in-law, 
Linda, at our board meeting in September 

and up to that point they’d had no support 
from the Corps. Travis Dowdy was electro-
cuted in Iraq and lived. While doing rehab 
in the states they discovered a fatal brain 
tumor. He and his wife Lindsay decided to 
get pregnant and were blessed to conceive 
twin girls. He passed away in November 
and in January we put the call out for baby 
shower gifts and support for his widow 
and the twins. An informal Marine group 
here called Cooper’s Troopers immediately 
came up with $5,000. The Marine Corps 
League Auxiliary hosted a shower in Den-
ver with gifts from all over the country and 
many from WMA members. There were six 
6 foot tables full of gifts and a huge bas-
ket with gift cards and well wishes from all 
over the country. The twins were born three 
days after the shower and are doing won-
derfully. Sydney and Olivia were baptized 
on 13 April and they consider Marines 
everywhere their family. Thank you to ev-
eryone who participated with prayers and 
gifts. It really showed how we take care of 
our own.

   
 WMA attended the last MC Expo this 
year in South Carolina and I’d like to thank 
Linda Priest and Brenda Moore for leading 
that effort. You’ll see their article and pho-
tos later in this issue. My deepest thanks 
to Ken and Lillian Cross for their support 
in getting the exhibit from Camp Pendleton 
to Camp Lejeune and to Hardigg Corp for 
donating two carrying cases for this effort. 
The expo exhibit will be available for all 
to see at the Convention. Many thanks to 
Carol Mutter for suggesting the upgrade 
and to CO-1 for donating the story boards 
and coordinating this effort with National 
Historian Nancy Wilt. We have reached 
many active duty women and some inactive 
women who have joined WMA or will be-
cause of this effort.
     Chapters, you have all received a letter 

from me regarding your 
taxes. Beginning this 
year every chapter must 
file a tax return regard-
less of your income. IRS 
has changed the rules. 
This has nothing to do 
with WMA changing its tax 
status. If you need help with this, you can 
go to your local IRS office or tax preparer, 
or you can ask our Admin Contractor, John 
Holvoet. Check with your area director if 
you need help.
   Also, each Chapter President and WMA 
member should endeavor to ensure that our 
database has correct information on all of 
our members, including next of kin infor-
mation. We often forget to update that. You 
can do it online or by following the direc-
tions on Page 31 of this issue. These up-
dates are needed prior to 1 October 2008 
so that the RM&D can be published with 
correct information.
     I look forward to seeing each of you 
at convention and know that you will cer-
tainly enjoy the event.  TX-2 has done a 
wonderful job in putting this event together. 
I am especially looking forward to the An-
niversary Party and the First Timers meet-
ing, in addition to meeting all the living 
legends we have within WMA. Each of you 
is walking history and I love meeting you 
and hearing about what you’re doing.  Do 
try to attend.
     And last, but not least, I’d like to con-
gratulate Mary Bacon Hale on receiving 
the Julia E. Hamblet award given by the 
Marine Corps Heritage Foundation on be-
half of WMA. The judges were author Sara 
Sheldon (“The Few, The Proud, Women 
Marines in Harm’s Way”), Craig Sundquist 
(Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation 
Board), Bob Starke (Marine Corps Heri-
tage Foundation Board), and Karen Reeves 
(2nd VP, WMA). They unanimously se-
lected her and had glowing remarks about 
the work she’s done and the support she’s 
provided to make sure women Marines are 
remembered forever.
                                               Paula Sarlls

Sydney and Olivia Dowdy.

PFC Nicollette 
Sharp, PLT 4000, 
Lansing, MI; PFC 
Monica Mendoza, 

PLT 4001, San 
Diego, CA

PFC Amanda 
Machey, PLT 4008, 
Mifflinville, PA; PFC 
Kristina Enriquez, 

PLT 4009,
Germantown, MD

PFC Danielle Cordova, 
PLT 4006, Cave City, 

AR; PFC Alexia L. 
Cather, PLT 4007, 
Jacksonville, NC

Molly Marine Presentations



     In continuing to enlighten you on the 
financial operations of WMA, I want to as-
sure you that the Financial Advisory Com-
mittee (FAC) is actively researching ways 
to streamline the funds and obtain the best 
return rates during these volatile times for 
investing to meet our budget objectives 
while protecting our capital. The three 
funds to be addressed here are the General, 
Life Member, and Scholarship Funds.
     The General Fund was established to pay 
all authorized WMA expenses. This ac-
count is funded through earnings from the 
Restricted Reserve Fund, term dues, earn-
ings from the Life Member Fund, and do-
nations. 
     The Life Member Fund is funded by 
dues received for life membership. Per the 
bylaws (found in your Resource Manual & 

Directory (RM&D)), the earnings are with-
drawn annually (1 July) and transferred to 
the General Fund. The current one year 
dues amount ($15.00) is transferred to the 
General Fund for each new life member and 
upon the death of a life member, $50.00 is 
transferred to the Memorial Scholarship 
Fund in memory of the deceased member.
     The Memorial Scholarship Fund cur-
rently has five separate scholarship desig-
nations:
   WMA Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
established from donations, earnings on the 
principal, and the Life Member Fund. 
 Ethyl and Amin Wiebke Memorial 
Scholarship established in 1987 from the 
estate of Ethyl Wiebke. 
   Lily Gridley Memorial Scholarship es-
tablished in 1996 from the estate of LtCol 

Lily Gridley.
   LaRue Ditmore Music Scholarship es-
tablished in 1999 from the estate of LaRue 
Ditmore.
   The Major Megan McClung Scholar-
ship established in 2007 by Dr. and Mrs. 
Michael McClung in memory of their 
daughter, the first female Marine officer 
ever killed in a combat zone.
     Named scholarships can only be estab-
lished upon receipt of adequate funds to 
award at least one $1,500 scholarship per 
year for at least 10 years. Additional infor-
mation on scholarships can be found in the 
RM&D.
                                       Karen Kelly
                                       Chairman, FAC

Financial Advisory Committee Update

Women Marines Travel Site
      Just a quick update on our travel site. The checks have started com-
ing in. They’re not huge, but every little bit helps. Volume is what will 
help this site to become a good source of revenue for the History Project 
and the convention committees.  I recently tried to book a trip to DC and 
found that our site was the least expensive of all and the easiest to use. I 
also used it for my other trips with good results. 
     Please pass the word to your friends and family to use www.Wom-
enMarinesTravel.com for all their travel needs. Remember that you can 
do more than fly on this site. You can book hotels, rental cars, cruises, 
order flowers and much more. Go exploring when you have time and 
check it out.
      We have not received questions to answer. If you have questions 
contact me at the address on Page 2 of this publication.
                                                                                  Paula Sarlls
                                                                                  President, CO-1

The WMA View
From the 1st VP
                      

     

Can you believe we are almost ready to 
start packing for convention again? Well 
ok, we still have a few months before we 
have to worry about that BUT as we head 
towards our national elections this spring 
and the convention this fall we have some 
important administrative housekeeping is-
sues we need to clean up. 
      Area Directors have been working with 
their chapters to ensure that we have the 
new slate of Chapter Officers on record. 
Some chapters have not yet held their elec-
tions but will be doing so soon. Congratu-
lations and good luck to all those who have 
been chosen to serve their chapters in of-
ficer positions. We will hold our national 
election this spring and will have a new 

slate of National Officers to serve you, the 
membership, beginning in September. As 
you are aware the new National Officers 
will be installed at the convention Instal-
lation Ceremony on 2 September and will 
begin their new term of office the day after 
the convention ends. You will see some old 
and new faces but we are all here to serve 
the entire membership in supporting the 
goals of WMA.   
     One major issue we are focusing on 
over the next few months is ensuring that 
our membership database is as up to date 
as possible. This serves many purposes in-
cluding ensuring that each member receives 
their quarterly issue of ‘Nouncements and 
their new Resource Manual and Directory 
(RM&D) in a timely manner. The RM&D 
will go to print using the information that is 
in the database as of 1 October this year so 
be sure to send in any updates of personal 

contact information such 
as a change of address, 
next of kin, etc., as soon 
as possible. See the letter 
on Page 31 in this issue of 
‘Nouncements for more 
details regarding updat-
ing your personal informa-
tion. Chapter Presidents, you 
should send a current chapter roster to your 
Area Director as well as to me as the 1st 
Vice President. We will ensure that your in-
formation is forwarded to the Membership 
Secretary and our Database Manager.   
     I appreciate everyone’s help with these 
administrative issues. Whether it is Area 
Directors, Chapter Presidents or “Members 
At Large” (MAL’s), we all have an obli-
gation to keep our organization running 
smoothly and effectively. 
                     Rhonda Lebrescu-Amtower
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On behalf of the Sagebrush Chapter, Cheryl 
Gardner (right) presents a plaque to Carol 

Watson recognizing her for all her hard 
work on behalf of the Sagebrush Chapter.

Chapter Thanks Watson



’Nouncements                                                            5                                                                 Vol. 2  •   2008  

Army Medic receives Silver Star
   Twenty-year-old 
Army Specialist 
Monica Lin 
Brown from Lake 
Jackson, Texas, 
a medic in the 
782nd Brigade 
Support Battalion, 
4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 
82nd Airborne 

Division became 
the first woman 

in Afghanistan and only the second 
woman since World War II to receive 
the Silver Star, the United States’ third-
highest medal for valor.

     After a roadside bomb detonated 
near a convoy of Humvees in the east-
ern Paktia province, Brown saved the 
lives of fellow soldiers in April 2007 
by running through insurgent gunfire 
using her body to shield wounded sol-
diers while mortars fell nearby.
     SPC Brown’s efforts to first shield 
the wounded and then move them to a 
safer location several hundred meters 
away in order to assess and treat them, 
earned her the second Silver.
     She was presented with the medal 
by Vice President Dick Cheney in a 
ceremony on March 21, 2008. 

Spc Monica Lin Brown

Molly Marine 
Anniversary Event

      It was a cold day on 13 February when Ma-
rines, veterans and honored guests met at the 
base of the historic Molly Marine statue in New 
Orleans. An ensemble from the Marine Forces 
Reserve Band filled the air with music.
     WMA President Paula Sarlls gave her an-
niversary greeting. BGen Tracy Garrett was the 
guest speaker and offered the following obser-
vation among her comments: the city of New 
Orleans can be proud that the historic district 
is anchored on each side with a monument to a 
military woman. On one side is Molly Marine, 
on the other, the golden statue of Joan of Arc.
     The program closed with a placing of the 
wreath by WWII member Marian Landry and 
Cpl Ivelisse Colon. Melanie Young was the event 
coordinator. The granddaughter of the sculptor, 
Enrique Alferez, was also in the audience.
                                            Judy Anderson

LA-1 and guests.

     For the first time ever that 
I’m aware of, all three key play-
ers at a Marine Corps Birthday 
Ball were female.
     At the Las Vegas Marine 
Corps League Birthday Ball on 
10 November, the guest of hon-
or was LtGen Carol A. Mutter, 
USMC (Ret), the oldest Marine 
present was World War II veteran 
Betty Fox, and the youngest Marine present was LCpl Isabel Santillian. 
     There have been all female key players at balls and ceremonies at female com-
mands, but this was definitely NOT an all-female birthday ball. There were over 
1200 people present including a table full of World War II WASPs! 
                                                                                             Carol Mutter

10 November, 2007: What a Ball!

From left to right: LCpl Santillian, Betty Fox and 
LtGen Mutter.

 The Women’s Memorial is gathering photos 
- digital and prints - from its 10th Anniversary 
Celebration for possible use in future projects, 
including an upcoming issue of The Register. If 
you were there and took photos that you’d like 
to share, send them to the Women’s Memorial 
Foundation.   
     Submission constitutes permission for 
unlimited use by the Foundation. Digital images 
should be saved as a JPEG file with 300 dpi 
resolution in 24-bit color and may be e-mailed 
to design@womensmemorial.org. Prints may 
be mailed to: Women’s Memorial Foundation, 
Attn: Public Relations, 200 N. Glebe Rd, Suite 
400 Arlington, VA 22203.
     Please include your full name, address, phone 
number and e-mail address with all photo sub-
missions. Also, please provide information to 
identify individuals in the photos, if known.
       For more information or questions, e-mail 
design@womensmemorial.org.

Women’s Memorial
Foundation Seeks Photos

     The Marine Corps Heritage Foundation administers 
the Lotus T. Mort Fund for WMA and we use the inter-
est annually to present an award to the person who has 
done the most to further the recognition of the history of 
women who have earned the title Marine. This is a very 
prestigious award. It’s presented at the Foundations an-
nual awards dinner attended by top Marine Corps and 
industry officials.
     I am pleased to announce that Mary Bacon Hale is 
the recipient of the award this year for her work on the 
WMA history books and with other organizations that work to preserve our his-
tory as well as funding the CO-1 History Project. I’m sure Mary would join me in 
congratulating each of you as you provided your input for the books.  
     It is the third year we’ve had the award and Mary joins Gen. Margaret Brewer 
and Eleanor Wilson as recipients of the award. Mary will not be attending the 
awards dinner for health reasons. 
     Congratulations Mary!
                                                                                            Paula Sarlls

Mary Bacon Hale

Hamblet Award Recipient



  Retired Marine, Patricia 
Orsini was named direc-
tor of the House of 
Representatives’ Wounded 
Warrior Program. The pro-
gram first was announced 
last November, on the eve 
of Veterans Day, by House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
other lawmakers.      The 
aim is to bring 25 people 
on board by the end of 
September and 50 more in 
the following year.
     Orsini, 51, a 30-year 
veteran of the Marines from 
Bellmawr, N.J., is a retired 
master gunnery sergeant 
with considerable experi-
ence helping injured and 
disabled service members 
make the transition to civil-
ian life. In addition to help-
ing the wounded, she has 
honored the dead. Orsini in 
recent years has escorted the 
remains of fallen Marines 
from Dover Air Force Base 

in Delaware to their home-
towns for burial. Earlier 
in her career, she sounded 
“Taps” as the bugler at mili-
tary funerals.

Katherine Skiba, US News
Posted February 25, 2008

Orsini named Wounded Warrior
Program Director

Leadership Changes
Announced
     Geraldine Fiorello has been the 
chair of the Bequest Advisory 
committee for many years 
and has served WMA in other 
capacities over the years very 
well. It is with deepest gratitude 
and regret that we announce her 
resignation. Please send any 
information or request for the 
Bequest Advisory Committee to 
EVA REED of OR-3. Her con-
tact information is: Eva Read, 
2251 Devos Street, Eugene, 
Oregon 97402-1163.  Tel#: 541-
689-7878   email: bandmread@
comcast.net.  
     Denne Howard also resigned 
as our Legal Officer and regret-
fully, we accepted as her health 
is an issue right now. She gave 
us an excellent recommenda-
tion to replace her.
     I’d like to introduce our 
new Legal Officer, Jennifer 
Spooner. Her job is to advise 
the Board of Directors with 

regards to legal questions 
affecting WMA. Jennifer’s con-
tact information is: Jennifer 
Spooner,  37970 Pointe Rosa, 
Harrison Township, Michigan 
48045, (586) 630-0760,    jen-
niferrspooner@yahoo.com. 
Please DO NOT call her with 
personal legal matters. Go 
through the chain of command 
if you have legal questions for 
her. She has young children and 
a new law practice to manage 
and is doing our work pro bono 
so we don’t want to take advan-
tage. Thanks for your under-
standing on this.
     Also, please pass this word 
on to all members and chapter 
presidents.
     Thank you, Geraldine and 
Denne for all of your service, 
and welcome aboard, Eva and 
Jennifer!  

Paula Sarlls
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Marine South Expo
     Brenda Moore and I traveled to Camp Lejeune to staff the WMA booth 
at the Marine South Exposition from 2 - 3 April.
     We were delighted to have many great people stop by the booth and 
sign the guest book, but I was especially delighted to have MajGen Liv-
ingston (Ret) stop by because he is the gentleman who worked with Carol 
Mutter in getting the Molly Marine statues to PI and Quantico. 
     We were honored to be a part of the expo and touched to be invited 
to stay with a mutual friend, retired MGySgt Jean Gully and her husband 
Sam, also a retired MGySgt.     Many of the Marines we spoke with knew 
something about WMA and had attended a dinner or luncheon for the 
anniversary.

Brenda and Linda with MajGen Livingston.

Former SgtMaj of the Marine Corps, SgtMaj John Estrada, Brenda Moore, Linda 
Priest and MCL National Executive Director Mike Blum.

     We’d like to thank Lillian Cross and her 
husband Ken for the great job organizing and 
packing the displays from the Marine West 
Expo, and Shirley John, NC-1, who was kind 
enough to receive and hold the display boxes 
until Brenda and I got there. 
                                        Linda Priest



         In recent months I have seen so many 
great stories on the WMA listserv (pres-
ent as well as the past.) Capturing, main-
taining and preserving these articles helps 
us document our women’s history. Nancy 
Wilt as the History Committee Chairper-
son is continually working this issue and 
looking for helpers, individuals as well as 
chapters.
     WMA member Dian George has re-
cently stepped up and will be responsible 
to pull stories of our women off of our Ya-
hoo! listserv and saving them for eventual 
preservation in “The History Project Col-
lection”. No story is too small or insignifi-
cant for preservation. Dian has also been 
asked to pull from Yahoo! and maintain 
for preservation the obituaries posted on 
our members. These final looks at the lives 

of our women Marines have valuable data 
in them. Obituaries are also saved by our 
National Chaplain. 
     WMA has a strong Oral History Pro-
gram started by Eleanor Wilson utilizing 
the technology of the day (recorders). Our 
new lead of the Oral History Program, Lo-
retta Krook, has moved us into the era of 
DVD visual oral histories. This new pro-
gram will carry us forward with the tech-
nology of the present as well as the future. 
Loretta will be needing volunteers for the 
2008 Houston Convention. Can you help? 
It will only add to your enjoyment of the 
convention.
      A new project in need of volunteers 
is to take the autobiographies in the three 
WMA Pictorial Books done by Mary 
Bacon Hale and have chapters help with 

recording of the stories provided by our 
women for inclusion in the many national 
oral history programs. Acceptance by the 
national programs for these read stories 
(a first) will save hundreds of stories that 
would have been lost. This project is only 
possible since the women wrote their own 
autobiographies, so it is their story in their 
own words.
     Every one of us has a story and we 
need to hear about them. Put them on our 
WMA Yahoo! listserv site, or call Nancy 
Wilt, Loretta Krook or Dian George about 
getting your story saved. Be a part of it all 
and add to the stories of the women called 
Marines.
                                               Paula Sarlls

Oral History Program Wants You and Your Story! 

     I am writing regarding an article in the 
WMA ‘Nouncements, summer of  2007. 
As usual, here I am putting it off till Feb-
ruary of 2008 -- what a straggler!!! The 
article was one that Jane Baird Silva, 
formerly of OUR base, MCAS Miramar, 
wrote many, many years ago. This is an 
addendum to her article.
     Jane wrote of two women Marines 
who crashed off San Diego in a Liberator 
bomber from Kearney Navy Base which 
was right next to Miramar. Those two 
women were PFC Edna Shaughnessy, 
originally from New Hampshire, and PFC 
Helen Breckel, (I think from Ohio but not 
sure). Edna and Helen lived in the same 
wing in the barracks as I did, and Edna 
and I worked together in the base switch-
board office.
     All of this was in WWII -- not sure 
of the actual dates but we were all there 
during late 1943 to 1946. On the date of 
the crash, Shaughnessy and I were to work 
together on a night shift at the office. I was 
on duty in the office at the appointed time 
-- no Shaughnessy. I knew she and Helen 
had intended to go up on that plane that 
morning and, since Shaughnessy was a 
most trustworthy gal and would not miss 
work, I just figured, just perhaps, they 
might have been gone longer than they 
had expected and decided not to call in 
her absence at work yet. Hearing noth-
ing from her, finally I decided to call the 
flight line at Kearney to see if the plane 
had come in.

     I made that call and was totally shocked 
to hear “the plane is presumed missing”!
     Then I knew I had to make that call to 
the Officer of the Day. The plane the girls 
had been on was not even being heard 
from! My heart sank.
     All of us in that wing in the barracks 
were awake whenever anyone came across 
the entrance to our wing -- could it be 
Helen and Edna? As Jane’s article stated, 
prayers went up all over the base, not just 
in the barracks or the office. The rest of 
the story was in the article and in the 
newspaper article Jane had sent too. Fi-
nally seeing those two very familiar faces 
was a joy.
     Many stories came out of that crash 
-- one that I remember was that, when the 
plane crashed, the girls lost their shoes and 
the island was a very craggy, rough place 
to attempt to walk and so they fashioned 
their purses into shoes in order to move 
across the island.
     They had been so attacked by all the 
bugs on the island that their faces were as 
red as could be -- but faces that looked 
pretty beautiful to us and all of us so 
grateful for their lives having been saved 
by the fishing boat! 
                       Sgt Betty Mahoney Raines
(P.S.: Now am so full of joy for having the 
Marine Corps experience -- I belong to 
OK-2 and am an active almost 85 years 
young WR who married the Command-
er of the Guard at Miramar, GySgt Bob 
Raines.)

B-24 Liberator Plane Crash
     Let us pray...
     A couple of weeks ago, I presided over 
a funeral for a Marine, at Quantico National 
Cemetery. We all gathered at the Pavilion, 
with the honor guard present, and at a 
given moment the Coordinator, Veterans 
Administration, at the cemetery looked at 
me, and spoke softly, “Chaplain, you can 
begin now.” After a brief moment, I spoke 
the invocation, “Let us pray.”
     All of a sudden, the honor guard came 
to attention, bowing their heads to the 
right, arms at parade rest, the attendees and 
veterans stood, coming to attention, head 
uncovered, hands over their hearts, and all 
others just looked in awe. What had I done? 
I stood in silence, almost afraid to continue, 
I heard the birds singing in the nearby 
trees, a car approaching, the Basic School 
Marines firing ordinance in the background, 
and almost all of us including myself took 
a deep breath. We did just that before 
continuing on, with, “Lord, bless us who 
have gathered here to honor, memorialize, 
and pray for this Marine” I was so overtaken 
I almost forgot what was happening. What 
did I do, by saying those three words, “Let 
us pray”?
    It is my desire that we as Marines 
remember one another by beginning and 
ending each day with these words. How 
many times in your life as a Marine and 
since has a chaplain appeared before you 
and said, “Let us pray.”
     I begin and close each day as your 
Chaplain with the words, “Let us pray” 
...............FOR YOOOU.
                                        Joan Hammond

Chaplain’s Corner
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Fellow Escorts,
     Recently you should have 
received our mailing that 
went to 164 term members 
and 100 life members. Please 
read the paperwork and return 
the nomination form and 
bylaws approval form to the 
appropriate committee. If you 
or another Escort have not 
received this mailing, please 
let me know and I will send 
another mailing to you. 
     I really hope everyone 
reads and approves the new 
version of our bylaws and standing rules. 
The bylaws equate to our “constitution” 
and the standing rules are “orders of the 
day”. The bylaws were rewritten to accom-
modate IRS requirements for 501(c) 3 
status and require approval of the entire 
membership to change. The standing rules 
are also a part of the package but only 
require a majority of those in attendance at 
a general meeting (convention) to change 
them. So if you are in agreement with 
the bylaws but disagree with the standing 
rules, please send in approval of the whole 
package and submit your change of the 
standing rule(s). The change can be sub-
mitted by mail, email, or fax to me before 
August 23 if you are not attending the 
convention. Otherwise bring your change 
to the convention business meeting. My 
contact information can be found on the 

inside cover of this issue. My 
fax number is the same as my 
phone number.
     If you are planning on attend-
ing the convention in Houston, 
please send in your registration 
form to Jeanne Cantrell as soon 
as possible. The meals package 
is mailed to WMA as they are 
in charge of ordering the food. 
Ordering your meal package 
at the door puts the conven-
tion committee in a bind as 
they have a specific time table 

to place each meal. Their final 
order for the meal is 72 hours (3 days) 
before it is served. It is appreciated by 
all that you order your meal package in a 
timely manner.
     Sadly, Russ Dolbear has resigned his 
position as Parliamentarian due to the ill 
health of his wife, Alice. If you would like 
the position of Parliamentarian, have a 
very good working knowledge of Robert’s 
Rules and are going to the convention, 
please contact me.
     On a happier note I am pleased to tell 
you that our Immediate Past President 
Paul Dossin will be there with his bride 
MajGen MaryAnn Krusa-Dossin. It will 
be a pleasure to see them both again. This 
may be a first—three women Marine gen-
erals in attendance.
     At this point I have little to report 
on the 501(c) 3 issue until tax season is 

over. By the time convention rolls around, 
everything will be ready for submission 
to the IRS.
     Again I ask, even if you are a life 
member, please fill out the new applica-
tion so we can verify that our database is 
correct. Phone numbers, zip codes, email 
addresses, and mailing addresses change, 
sometimes on purpose, and sometimes 
not. Also if you are receiving two copies 
of ‘Nouncements and would like to help 
us reduce expenses, please notify John 
Holvoet, Director. Your $25.00 two-year 
application fee is divided up to cover 
two $500.00 scholarships, postage costs 
to mail ‘Nouncements, and expenses to 
cover the convention (hospitality room 
and WMA awards). Needless to say once 
the scholarship money is taken out, there 
is very little left. It is only through the 
generosity of many Loyal Escorts that 
expenses are met, which is another reason 
why we are trying so hard to get the 501(c) 
3 status in place. A tax incentive goes a 
long way when asking for donations.
     I certainly am excited about the Texas 
convention. It should be a blast from outer 
space. We get to be Escorts again, and 
that’s our job, that’s why we exist, ain’t it 
great? Remember to dress “Texan” even if 
it’s only for a short time. See you there. 
                                                                                                           Ken Cross

Loyal Escorts of the Green Garter Registration Form
25th Biennial Women Marines Association

Convention & Professional Development Conference
Houston, TX 

28 August – 3 September, 2008

Pre-regISTrATIon DeADlIne: 30 June 2008

ALL LOYAL ESCORTS MUST REGISTER SEPARATELY FROM 
THEIR SPONSOR FOR THE CONVENTION. 
USE THE WMA CONVENTION FORM FOR 

MEAL REGISTRATION ONLY.
Please Print:

Name                                                                                                WMA Sponsor Name                                                            

Address                                                                                             E-Mail                                                                                 

City                                                                               State                Zip                    Phone                                                      

Please word badge (First / Last name)                                                                
Pre-registration for Convention $20.00
Meals registration: Use WMA meals form (see Page 16) Mail Meal Registration form with check, payable to ‘WMA 2008 

Convention’ to: BJ Huggins, P.o. Box 1821, Pasadena, TX  77501
Mail this registration form with remittance to:
 Jeanne Cantrell, Sec. Treas., 11 Brown Street, Irving, TX 75061,
email address: jeannestoy1@yahoo.com
Make check payable to: loyal escorts of the green garter. 
Mark Check: “registration”

Additional Information:
Hotel reservations must be made directly to the hotel.
Special Diet needs should be included with your Meal Registration Form. 

Escort Scuttlebutt

$



Our History on the Move
 Our Traveling Exhibit
     Since October 2007 our history exhibit 
has been on tour. First at Modern Day Ma-
rine in Quantico, then on to Marine West 
at Camp Pendleton and recently at Marine 
South. These are the largest Marine Corps 
exhibitions and the first time The His-
tory Project has provided the exhibit to be 
part of the WMA booth. What a success, 
new members, new corporate friends and 
viewed by all levels of our Corps. WMA 
would also like to send a special THANK 
YOU to the Marine Corps League that so 
generously provides us space at the exhibi-
tions at no cost. Their continual support is 
greatly appreciated.
     The following WMA members manned 
this exhibit at the various stops: Paula 
Sarlls, Sara Phoenix, Nancy Wilt, Lillian 
Cross, Shirley John, Jean Gully, Linda 
Priest and Brenda Moore. Our thanks to 
all of you for a job well done.
Convention 2008
     The History Suite will be open this con-

vention with many, many new items and a 
number of our original treasures. We have 
been informed that the exhibit will be 
more convenient to the meeting area than 
in Louisville. We are hoping to continue 
the tradition of a reception one evening so 
we can gather more stories.
     Oral histories will be taken by more 
than one individual at this convention. 
Please register beforehand by contacting 
Loretta Krook after 15 July at 720-344-
1976 or email dnelsonviking@comcast.
net. You can also register on arrival at the 
hotel. It is more important than ever that 
we continue the efforts of Eleanor Wilson 
and gather as many histories as possible. 
The oral histories are now being done in 
a DVD format to keep up with the latest 
technologies. Please take time to save your 
Marine Corps story.
A Special Convention Request 
     The generosity of our members is in-
spiring and every gift to the History Proj-
ect adds to the story and history of the 

women regardless of generation; however, 
convention is not the place to donate most 
items. Both in Louisville and at our recent 
Interim Board Meeting our historian and 
helpers have been inundated with numer-
ous boxes of items, such as uniforms, a 
footlocker, hat boxes and large contain-
ers that we have to attempt to transport. In 
Denver at the IBM a second truck had to 
be used. In Louisville, UPS helped.
     We want your items, but we just can’t 
effectively receive large items at conven-
tion. If you bring a small item to share 
(photos or ads, etc.) with us and your sister 
Marines, please bring a copy with you for 
inclusion in the history collection since we 
will only have limited copying capability. 
Small items or photos for permanent con-
tribution to “The History Project “will be 
accepted at convention.
                                               Nancy Wilt
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     Space Center Houston offers a self-guided tour of 
interactive fun and adventure at Houston’s #1 attrac-
tion; there is something for everyone. 
      Six major activities open onto the immense five-
story plaza, which is the focal point for a variety 
of ever changing exhibits. Visitors will enjoy large 
format space films in the “Mazda-Space Center 
Theater.” See actual space suits in the “Astronaut 
Gallery.” Learn more about life on the International 
Space Station in “Living in Space.” Investigate the 
various levels of the Space Shuttle inside an actual 
space shuttle mockup. Feel the force of a Space Shuttle 

launch and learn more about NASA and the space program 
in the “AAA-Texas Mission Status Center.” Touch an actual 
moon rock or walk inside the Skylab Trainer in the “Destiny 
Theater and Starship Gallery.” Also offered, a “behind the 
scenes” tram tour of NASA’s Johnson Space Center includ-
ing the historic Apollo era Mission Control and the astro-
naut training facilities. Each of the attractions is designed as 
a “self-guided” activity.
     With over 42 interactive, “hands-on” activities, Space 

Center Houston offers lots to do for every age group. As an 
indoor attraction, Space Center Houston assures a “no worries” 

event…no rain, no ants, no heat, and no mosquitoes.  

Women Marines Association Off-Site Tour Options
Saturday, August 30, 2008

Space Center Houston, NASA’s Johnson Space Center

Saturday, August 30, 2008, 1530-2000
The tour includes transportation, self-guided tour of Space Center Houston, Space Traders Gift Shop, a Texas Picnic, and an “out of this 
world” experience.

Full Name:                                                                                                                                                                                    

Address:                                                                                                                                                                                    

City:                                                                                                     State:                            Zip:                                          

Phone:                                                                  

Special Needs:                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                    Space Center Houston Tour             at $50.00each = $                            

Please send this completed form for reservations along with your check payable to: 
“WMA 2008 Convention”, BJ Huggins, P.O. Box 1821, Pasadena, TX 77501
Cancellation Policy:  Cancellations must be received in writing, via US Postal Service, or e-mail to wmaroundup@yahoo.com , by 01 August 2008. No 
refunds will be issued after this date. Please note: if, for a reason beyond our control, this event should be cancelled – refunds will be processed after 

the conclusion of the convention.



     This year, the Space Trading 
Center will feature a “Silent Auction” 
area. These items will be offered for 
bid with the highest bid winning the 
item. 
     The Convention Committee is ask-
ing for your help to make this a super 
starring event. We have acquired some 
nice items valued at over $100, but 
the search is on for still more items of 
this level. We are looking for high-
value items that will generate inter-
est in bidding by our members and 
guests. If you have a new or valu-

able item you’d like to donate, or if 
you know of someone who might be 
able to donate an item, please contact 
Maria Crowley at tdy1@aol.com or 
361-297-5506. 
     Remember, these items should 
be light-weight and able to be car-
ried on an airplane.  If you’re not 
sure if the item is appropriate for the 
auction, please bring or send it any-
way, because we also need more door 
prizes. So we can use items for both 
areas - door prizes and auction.

                                    Maria Crowley 

Sometime Singers
Roundup
     Calling all Sometime Singers (and 
those who want to be)! Its time to pre-
pare for the WMA Show! Betsy Menin 
is back in the saddle again. Nancy Lubin 
is in a seminary program and will not 
be able to attend the convention. When 

Betsy heard the news, she said, “Houston, 
here I come!”
     She has a HUGE rehearsal room and it needs 
to be filled with Sometime Singers or anyone that 
wants to be a Sometime Singer. Join the reunion 
with Betsy and make a joyful noise. Send your 
name and singing information to 1oldmarine@
comcast.net.   
     Come fill our days with music!

Rentals for 
Mobility Impaired

 The convention committee has made arrange-
ments with the hotel to make available certain 
mobility enabling equipment on a rental basis.  
The following pieces of equipment may be 
rented at the stated prices, by contacting the hotel 
Concierge, Shirley Jackson at 713-960-9100 (ext 
6601), or email her at shirley.jackson@westin.
com.
•  Manual wheel chairs can be rented for 
   $6.24/day
• Electric “scooters” can be rented for 
   $150.00/for 2 – 7 days
• Walkers with seats can be rented for $50/week
     If you have questions, or want a member of 
the committee to help with this registration, feel 
free to contact Dottie McGary at 281-449-9595 
(between the hours of noon – 6 p.m.), or you may 
contact her via her e-mail address wm.usmc@
yahoo.com.

Chapters! Listen Up!!
     There are going to be some one-time-only changes to the sum-

mer issue of the newsletter.
     We’re going to experiment with a slight format change. Where 

in the past we have published that issue with a “pull out” section 

featuring all reports and bylaw/standing rule changes, this year we 

are not going to do so. This year, all of that will be included within 

the regular pages.
     This issue will be all convention. News items will be included if 

it is something of importance to the membership. And, we are not 

going to run Chapter Clippings.
     Yes, you read that right. I said this is ONE time only. From the 

time you receive the spring issue until the deadline for the summer 

issue (2 June), there won’t be much time to get a Clipping together. 

The summer issue must be in your hands 45 days prior to the 

convention. In order to do that, the deadline must be set for early 

June. Rather than force it and run late with the newsletter, we’re not 

going to run Chapter Clippings until the fall.
     HOWEVER!! I would like to run a new item in that issue. 

Chapters that will have space in the WMA-PX in Houston - please 

send me the list of items you will be selling and their cost. This 

will give our attendees an idea of how much money they will need 

for the WMA-PX as well as possibly creating more sales from 

members not going and asking those who are going to get them 

something.
     You can either send your list via email (editor@womenmarines.

org) or mail it to me. No phone calls, please. As much as I love 

talking to all of you, I want to make sure I get everything listed 

correctly and would rather it be in writing. I will take calls if you 

have questions!
                                                                     Sondra Metzger

Recognition Letter from CMC
On 20 February National President 

Paula Sarlls went to the downtown Denver 
Recruiting Station with Jo Slater and 

Tony Sarlls to receive a letter from CMC 
General James T. Conway in appreciation 

for her contributions in support of the 
Marine Corps’ recruiting mission during 

2007. She also received a challenge coin 
from the CMC.
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DEAD 
BUT NOT

 LIVE
 (Silent Auction Items)



     There will be a series of workshops offered at the convention in 
Houston. The following are short bios of all the presenters.

Wendy Hopkins - served as unit diary clerk in the Marine 
Corps from 1986 to 1991 (Cherry Point, Camp Lejeune and El 
Toro); currently a financial advisor with Retirement Planning 
and Investment Services and holds her A.A.M.S (Accredited 
Asset Management Specialist) through the College of Financial 
Planning; also started her own business venture (with a partner) at 
Retirement Planning and Investment Services; member of WMA.

Gary Putinsky - served in the Marine Corps from 1968 
to 1972, in Vietnam January 1969 through November 1969; 
appointed Assistant Director, Veterans of Foreign Wars Service 
Office, Detroit, MI, in 1996; earned a B.S. in Counseling 
Psychology from Rochester College (2008), studied nursing at 
Mott Community College (1998), and studied to be a paralegal 
at Blackstone Career Institute (2000); VA Specialized Certified 
Training in Long Term Cold Injury: Diagnosis and Management, 
VA Prisoners of War Case Management, American Ex-Prisoners 
of War, and Stewardship of Veterans Services; also the volunteer 
national service officer for the Chosin Few (Korean War). 

Vernice Armour - 
commissioned as a 
2nd Lt in the Marine 
Corps in December 
1998; earned her 
wings in July 2001, 
ranked No. 1 out of her 
class of 12 and of the 
last 200 to graduate 
becoming the Marine 
Corps’ first African-
American female 

pilot; during Operation Iraqi Freedom, recognized as America’s 
first African-American female combat pilot by the Department of 
Defense; completed two combat tours in the Gulf before departing 
the Marine Corps; Camp Pendleton’s 2001 Female Athlete of the 
Year, two-time titleholder in Camp Pendleton’s annual Strongest 
Warrior Competition, and a running back for the San Diego 
Sunfire women’s professional football team; departed the Marine 
Corps in June 2007; member of WMA.

Dr. Fleur Sack - graduated from medical 
school in South Africa prior to immigrat-
ing to the United States with her husband 
and two sons in 1976; completed her resi-
dency in family medicine at the University 
of Miami and was in private practice until 
joining the VA in 2005; an advocate for 
Women’s Health issues, Dr Sack was the 
Medical Director for the Women’s Health 
and Fitness Center at Baptist Hospital in 

Miami; authored a book about women and AIDS in 1992 and was 
a recent editor of a monograph on osteoporosis.

John Roberts - served in the Marine Corps 
from 1982 to 1996; received a medical dis-
charge following a prolonged recovery from 
wounds suffered in a helicopter crash in the 
seas of Somalia at the beginning of Operation 
Restore Hope, suffering third-degree burns 
over 80 percent of his body, resulting in 
the loss of use of his left leg and right arm; 
following military service, first job was 
with the Disabled American Veterans, work-
ing as a National Service Officer in the 
organization’s office in Houston; Veterans 
Service Representative with the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA); became Supervisor of the VA Regional Office; 
left the VA to become National Service Director of the Wounded 
Warrior Project (WWP); responsible for all WWP staff assigned 
in the field to major military trauma facilities across the country; 
leads WWP’s Claims Program, as well as its WWP Outdoors and 
Wounded Warrior Disabled Sports Project programs.

Betty Moseley Brown – served in the 
Marine Corps from 1978-1992; VA career 
began at the San Diego Regional Office 
where she was a Veterans Benefits Counselor 
along with serving as the Women Veterans 
Coordinator; left the VA and worked for the 
Navy, Naval Facilities Acquisition Command 
in San Diego and as Director, Acquisition 
Career Management Center in Arlington; 
returned to VA in 2001, and worked as a 
Program Analyst in the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) 
Compensation and Pension Service; in 2002, served as the 
operational assistant and advisor to the Associate Deputy Under 
Secretary for Policy and Program Management; served on the 
Secretary’s Seamless Transition Task Force, VA-DoD Benefits 
Executive Council, and was the VBA contact for the Army’s 
Disabled Soldiers Support System; has a Doctor of Education 
degree from the University of Sarasota; currently Associate 
Director of the Center for Women Veterans. 

Katherine (Kathy) Van Gorder - 
joined WMA in the early 1990s as a 
member at large; has since held the 
office of treasurer and news editor 
with PA-2 since its formation in April 
2006; in 2007, accepted the appoint-
ment as WMA National Assistant 
Deputy VAVS Rep; life member 
of the Marine Corps League, she 
was asked to represent WMA as the 
WMA Liaison Officer to the League 
in 2006; in early 2008, accepted the 
responsibility as Area 2 Director. 

Convention Workshop Presentations

’Nouncements                                                            11                                                              Vol. 2  •   2008  



  It’s the 25th WMA 
Convention! That means a Silver 
Anniversary Celebration; an occa-
sion to look back at the past WMA 
conventions. It is an opportunity to 
honor the success of the WMA 
conventions and the WMA. When 
the WMA was formed at the first 
reunion at the Shirley-Savoy hotel 
in Denver in 1964, the future was 
unknown. However, what they did 
know was that a desire and bond of 
friendship was built from time in 
service…not just in the Korean War 
or WWII, but all the way back to 
WWI. Our charter members wanted 
a military veteran’s organization 
that would honor their military ser-
vice, provide a community service, 
and develop friendships based on a 
shared history.
      As the convention “blasts off,” 
the eve of the convention is a fitting 
time to honor the past conventions 
and host committees. Twenty-five 
conventions? Who has attended them 
all? How many have you attended? 
Since we don’t have records, we 
are asking for help to answer these 
questions, and many more.  To iden-
tify the highlights from past conven-
tions, we are asking our members to 
send photos and stories that tell 
of their favorite convention experi-
ences. Perhaps, the convention com-
mittee members will share some of 
their experiences. Wouldn’t we all 
like to know their secrets? Please 
send your photos and convention 
stories to B. J. Huggins at the regis-
tration address.
     We will have the celebration to 
recognize the success of our WMA 
conventions. It will be an interactive 
party hosted by TX-2. Because it is 
an anniversary party, it is impor-
tant to have “toasts.”  Appropriate 
beverage and snacks will be pro-
vided, along with a pay-per drink 
bar. Make your plans to join us at 
the 25th Anniversary Celebration. 
It will be the most beautiful set-
ting of the convention with a fes-
tive program. This will be a night 
to remember and we are hoping to 
have a Texas-size turnout! 

Thursday 28 August 2008
 Registration/Information     1200 -1700
 History Suite      To Be Announced 
 Golf       0800-1400
 Anniversary Party     1900-2200

Friday 29 August 2008
 Registration/Information      0900-1700
 Space Trading Center (WMA-PX) Set Up   0800-1100
 Photo Room Set Up     0800-1000 
 WMA National 2006-2008 Board Meeting   0830-1130
 Loyal Escorts 2006-2008 Board Meeting   0830-1130
 +Workshop #1  - Wounded Warrior Program               1000-1100 
             John Roberts
 History Suite      To Be Announced
 Photos        To Be Announced
 Space Trading Center (WMA-PX) Open    1200-1400
 First Timers      1300-1500
 Flag Rehearsal      1500-1700
 No Host Reception     1800-1900
 Opening Banquet      1900-2300

Saturday 30 August 2008
 Registration/Information      0900-1700
 History Suite      To Be Announced
 Photos       To Be Announced
 WMA Business Meeting #1    0830-1030
 Loyal Escorts Business Meeting #1    0830-1030
 Recognition and Awards Luncheon    1100-1330
 Westin Entrance Bus Load     1400-1430 
 Space Center Houston  (dinner included)  1530-2000
 Texas 2 Road House – Loyal Escorts Hospitality Room 1500-2300
        (After the Tour)
Sunday 31 August 2008
 Registration/Information     0900-1700
 History Suite      To Be Announced
 Photographer      To Be Announced
 Ecumenical Service in Hotel WMA Chaplain  0900-1000 
 +Workshop #2 - Women Heart with Lisa Tate  1000-1100
 +Workshop #3 - Building Better Chapters *   1115-1245
   Chapter Finances with Wendy Hopkins
  Parliamentary Procedure with Connie Pendergast
  Networking with Kathy Van Gorder 
 Space Trading Center (WMA-PX)    1000-1200  

 +Panel Discussion - Vernice Armour     
       “Changing Role of Women Marines”   1300-1530
 +“Homecoming”      1630-1800
  Welcome Home to All WMA Members
   Cake Cutting Ceremony
 Texas 2 Road House - Loyal Escort Hospitality Room   1900-2300  

25th Anniversary 
Celebration:

A WMA Night to 
Remember
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Women Marines Association 
25th Biennial Convention and Professional 

Development Conference Schedule
(Schedule Subject to Change)

August 28 - September 3, 2008
Houston, Texas



Monday 1 September 2008
 Registration/Information     0900-1700
 History Suite      To Be Announced
 Photos       To Be Announced
 Memorial Service     0900-1030
 2010 Convention Presentation Luncheon    1100-1330
 WMA Business Meeting #2    1430-1630
 Loyal Escort Business  Meeting #2   1430-1630
 1st VP & Area Directors & Chapter President’s Meeting  1700-1900 
 +Workshop #4 - Personal Finances, Including Preparing
             for Deployment – Wendy Hopkins                1700-1830
 Space Trading Center (WMA-PX)                  1700-1830
 Texas Road House Live     1900-2200
 Texas 2 Road House - Loyal Escort Hospitality Room 1900-2300

Tuesday 2 September 2008
 Registration/Information     0900-1700
 History       To Be Announced
 Photos       To Be Announced
 +Workshop #5 - VA Benefit Forum*   0830-1030
              WMA and Loyal Escorts National Officers Photos  1000-1100  
 Installation Brunch     1100-1300
 Space Trading Center (Final)    1330-1530
 Training for WMA 2008-2010 - National Board  1400-1600
 Loyal Escorts 2008-2010 Board Meeting   1400-1600
 No Host Reception     1800-1900
 Grand Banquet      1900-2300
 Texas 2 Road House     2200-2400

Wednesday 3 September 2008
 2008-2010 WMA Board Meeting    0800-1200 
 (All 2008-2010 Board Members)

Conference Schedule (Continued)

* The Space Trading Center is available for appointments with the presenters for more 
   information on individual needs. 
+ indicates required attendance by active duty Marines; all other attendees are welcome 
   and invited to attend. 

Homecoming
Parade

   Everyone loves a parade…
especially one that celebrates the 
homecoming of a loved one or 
hero. 
  As women veterans, we have not  
experienced  a “homecoming” 
parade. Therefore, we will hold 
our own. The homecoming will be 
an over the top patriotic event cel-
ebrating every decade that women 
have served in the Maine Corps. 
We plan to have patriotic music, a 
special guest speaker, and a cake 
cutting ceremony to recognize the 
oldest and youngest Marine. 
     We encourage you to wear 
your uniform (in accordance with 
Marine Corps uniform regs - no 
parts of uniforms, please) or red, 
white and blue, and join us as we 
welcome each of you “home.”  

WMA 2006-2008 Houston, Texas Convention • August 28 - September 3, 2008
Date of Submission:                                 

Date Rec’d by R&A                                  

From:                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Chapter Name and Chapter Number

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Chapter Address

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
City, State, Zip

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Name of Sender (Title)                                                                                                                               Contact Phone # and /or email        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Type of Entry (History Book, Newsletter, Chapter Achievement. If entry is Website enter address)    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Category and Class required for Chapter Achievement Entries (See Official Rules)  

                                                                                                                                                 
Person assigned to accompany the entry after the luncheon and receive the entry from R & A
Brief Description of entry:

                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                 

Mail to: Lynn Sparks
            Recognition and 
            Awards Committee
            1408 San Marino Drive
            Pearland, TX 77581
DEADLINE: Postmarked by July 15, 2008

Women Marines Association

Official Entry Form for Recognition and Awards
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     Houston has two major airports, Bush 
Intercontinental (IAH) and William P. 
Hobby (HOU).  Passengers traveling on 
Continental Airlines will fly into Bush. 
Passengers flying on Southwest Airlines 
will fly into Hobby. Other airlines may fly 
into either airport. 
    Below is our group discount informa-
tion, as well as some information on 
where to find SuperShuttle as you leave 
the airport:
• To receive the group discount, you can 
make your reservation ONLINE at least 
24 hours in advance at www.supershuttle.
com and enter the group’s discount code 
•   Discount Code: H5JWK 
•  To receive the group discount when 

making reservations by phone at 1-800-
BLUEVAN (1-800-258-3826) or at an 
airport SuperShuttle ticket counter please 
reference the group’s name: 
• Group Name: Women Marines 
Association 
•  This code is valid for travel dates 
ranging from August 22, 2008 through 
September 7, 2008 
 •    Through use of the discount code you 
will receive $2 off one way fares and $4 
off round trip fares 
•  With use of the above discount 
SuperShuttle rates from the airports to 
the Westin Galleria will be: 
Bush Intercontinental (IAH): $22 one 
way and $44 round trip.

Hobby (HOU): $16 one way and $32 
round trip. 
How to get to SuperShuttle when you 
land: 
•   After you claim you luggage at either 
Bush Intercontinental Airport (IAH) 
or Hobby Airport (HOU), proceed to a 
SuperShuttle ticket counter located in the 
baggage claim area at all terminals 
 •   A Guest Service Representative will be 
waiting to assist you 
 • If wheelchair accessible vans are neces-
sary for a member of your group, please 
make this request during the reservation 
process.                                 

Airport  to Hotel Transportation Discount Offered

  Are you ready to boot scoot ‘n boogie? If so, 
then bring your best Texas duds and dancin’ boots 
to join us at the “Texas Roadhouse Live”. Yep, 
we’re throwing a Texas-size dance on Monday 

night of the convention. This will be a time to 
relax and enjoy one of Texas’ favorite 
traditions…country music and danc-
ing. For those younger members, no 

worries...we’ll also have some of your 
favorite songs. With all the live music, karaoke and 

two-stepping – we can party till the cows come home!
    YEE HAW!

Chapter Name:                                                                                                          

Contact Name:                                                                                                        

Address:                                                                                                                  

City:                                                                  State:              Zip:                        

Phone: (          )                                                                                                      

E-mail:                                                                                                                   

Items offered:                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                              

Special needs:                                                                                                         

Send in your application and check or money order (made out to “WMA 2008 Convention) 
for $50 to: BJ HUGGINS, P. O. Box 1821, Pasadena, TX 77501
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Call for Door Prizes
     We are sending out this call for door prizes for the 2008 
convention in Houston. Please donate small type prizes 
that are able to be packed in a suitcase and carried on an 
airplane. Gift cards would be an excellent choice and 
are easy to use and most people enjoy receiving them. 
Any dollar amount is good from $10.00 on up. 
     If you choose to donate a door prize, please take it 
to the convention with you and deliver them during the 
registration.  Looking forward to Houston and meeting 
you.
                                                                        Maureen Moehle

Texas Roadhouse ...Live!

WMA-PX – Space Trading Center
     The WMA-PX for this convention will be in the biggest room WMA has
 ever had, so get you reservation for space in as soon as possible! Take this 
opportunity to sell your chapter merchandise to make some money for your 
treasury. Decorate your table and win a prize!  And yes, this used to be called the 
Boutique.

Space 
Trading Center

 Reservation Form
$50.00

(aka, WMA-PX)

$
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CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM

Mail completed form, along 
with payment to:
BJ Huggins
P.O. Box 1821
Pasadena, TX 77501

To be completed by Registration Chair

Date Received                                           

Registration Number                                  

Pre-convention Registration must be received by 30 June 2008.
Each WMA registrant must complete this form. Please print legibly.

Check all that apply to you:

            World War II
            Korea
            Vietnam
            NATO

Full Name:                                                                                                                                                                                   

Service Name:                                                                                                Birth Date:                                                           

Mailing Address:                                                                                             P.O. Box:                                                              

City:                                                                                                               State:                      Zip:                                       

Telephone: (              )                                                                                     E-mail:                                                                   

Badge Information:

mm/dd/yyyy

A fee of $10 will be charged for cancellation after 31 July 2008. Refund will be mailed after the Convention.

Pre-Registration: deadline 1 August 2008 ($40) .............................................................................. $                                 

On Site Registration: after 31 July 2008 at hotel ($50) ..................................................................  $                                 
        I am unable to attend, but wish to purchase a program. Enclosed, is my check in the amount of $10, payable to “WMA 2008 Convention”. 
          Please send the convention program to me at the above address.

Information on shuttle service and local transportation options is on the facing page.

Primary Chapter & Name:                                                                                                                              

Name to be printed on Badge:                                                                                                                       

Loyal Escort(s) & Guest(s) Name for Badge:                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                   

            National Officer/Director
            Chapter Officer
            Attending my 1st Convention
            I will help during the Convention

            Desert Storm
           UN Peacekeeping Forces
            Current Active Duty
            Nat’l WMA Life Member #                    

            Mobility Impaired
            Please assign me
            a roommate

25th Biennial 
Women Marines Association Convention

and Professional Development Conference
August 28 - September 3, 2008

01 August - The deadline for all registrations for tours, golf, 
                    fishing, etc.
01 August - The deadline for paper registration for the C & DC
15 August - The deadline for online registration for the C & DC

Notice of Deadlines
 for Registrations

All registrations made afer the 15th of August, must be made in person at the hotel.



We will provide reserved seating at the Opening and Closing Banquets, per the following 
guidelines: Seating is limited to 8 persons per table, and will be assigned prior to the start of 
the convention. Please complete the table seating request below. If you have questions, feel 
free to contact BJ Huggins at wmaroundup@yahoo.com

TAblE 
RESERVATIONS

HOTEl INFORMATION Roommate Service:
Please provide information to assist in assiging 
roommates...

          I request roommate assignment
                    early to bed
                    late to bed
                    late riser
                    early riser
                    smoker (NOTE: The hotel is a
                                 NON-SMOKING facility)
                    drinker
                    like to party
                    do not like to party
Do you want a roommate from your service era?
           yes            no            doesn’t matter

                                                           

                                                           

Comments regarding roommate service:

MEAl REGISTRATION
Full Name:                                                                                                                              I have special dietary requirements                                    

Address:                                                                                                                  (Specify):                                                                   

ONLY current WMA Members and Loyal Escort members may take Package A or Option B.

Hotel meal costs include Service Charge, gratuity and TX sales tax - total 30.25%
NOTE: Special events and tours will be added as finalized.

29 Aug    Opening Banquet                           Included                   @ $46.00                          @ $47.00               $                                

30 Aug    Recognition & Awards Luncheon     Included                    @ $44.00                         @ $46.00              $                                

01 Sep    2010 Convention Luncheon            Included                    @ $42.00                        @ $44.00              $                                

02 Sep    Installation Brunch                         Included                     @ $26.00                        @ $28.00              $                               

02 Sep    Closing Banquet                            Included                     @ $62.00                        @ $64.00              $                                

Cost:                                                          $210.00                       $220.00                                                    $                                

Date Event
Package A
All Meals

Option B
Individual Choice

Non Member
Meals Totals

We’d like to have group seating for 
the opening and closing banquets 
established by opening day. 
Therefore, if you have a group you’d 
like to be seated with, we request that 
you provide a list of names of persons 
in that group. Please confirm your list 
with each of the members, to prevent 
one name showing up on more than 
one list.

Opening Banquet (provide name and chapter)

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

Closing Banquet (provide name and chapter)

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             

SEATING RESERvATION REquEST - for opening and closing banquets (Note: limited to 8 persons per table)

Individual attendees must make their own room reservations directly 
through the hotel reservation system (713) 960-8100 or online at
 http:// starwoodmeeting.com/Book/wma25

Be sure to tell them you’re with the Women Marines Association

Room Rates - $99.00/Double or Single and $169.00 for 
Parlour Suites (subject to state & local taxes)

Westin Galleria Hotel 
5060 West Alabama • Houston, Texas 77056

Please mail completed form, along with registration fees, to:
BJ Huggins

P.O. Box 1821
Pasadena, TX 77501

Please don’t call the 800 number for Westin to reserve your room.
 Call (713) 960-8100 during business hours (0700-1700 Central), or use the web adress listed on the same 

form: http:// starwoodmeeting.com/Book/wma25

The company that answers the 800 number does NOT have access to our contract information, and there is no telling 

what they will say. Only the hotel knows who we are, and what we’ve arranged for. 

REGISTRATION
NOTE:
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     Giddy up y’all!  It’s time to roundup new members and open new chapters. The prizes below are your recruiting 
incentives and will be awarded at the 2008 WMA Houston Convention. To qualify for those prizes you must be a 
WMA member in good standing at the time of the awards. Only applicants postmarked before 1 August 2008 will be 
eligible for credit to win the big prizes. You need not be present at the convention to win.

***Contest Timeline: 2 Aug 2006 – 1 Aug 2008***
1.  Individual Award:  For the individual who recruits the most new
 WMA members during the contest period. Your name MUST appear 
on the application form in the section “Enrolled By.”
Prizes:  Grand Champion $250
                Reserve  $100
                3rd Place  $50

2. Chapter Awards:
A. For the chapter that recruits the most new WMA 
chapter members during the contest.
     Prizes:  Grand Champion $250

Reserve  $100 
3rd Place  $50

 Winners are also awarded a framed certificate of recognition and streamer for chapter flag, “Recruitment 2008.” One award within each 
chapter size classes (i.e. Class I: 5-20 members; Class II: 21-45 members; Class III: 46+ members).
B. Loyal Escorts: For the chapter that recruits the most new Loyal Escort members during the contest period. One award will be given 
within each chapter size class as noted above. The affiliated chapter must appear on the application form in the section “Sponsor 
Chapter Code.”
Prize:  Loyal Escort Recruitment Streamer for Chapter Flag

3.  Area Director Award: For the most new WMA chapters organized within her assigned area during the contest period.
Prize: Special Pin and $150 (To help supplement the AD’s budget for new chapter 

support.) 

Let’s GIDDY UP and roundup some new members!

2008 WMA Recruiting Roundup

Welcome “First-Timers”! The ladies of the Molly Marine

 Chapter LA-1,  Greater New Orleans Area invite you to

“Laissez Les Bon 
  Temps Roulez”
    (Let the Good Times Roll)

      Let’s break the ice 
Mardi Gras style. . . make 
new friends and learn about 
convention functions! Come 
with an attitude of celebra-
tion and leave with a neckful 
of beads, handful of dou-
bloons and possibly a festive 
feathered mask! You must 
attend and celebrate the bond 
of sisterhood we all have in 
common - the Eagle, Globe 
and Anchor!
    The New Orleans crew 
will present an introduc-

tion and overview of what’s 
in store during this excit-
ing convention. This meet-
ing is designed just for you. 
You have so much to look 
forward to! You can expect 
fabulous door prizes with a 
New Orleans flare!  
    In addition to leaving with 
beads, beads and more beads, 
you will completely under-
stand what’s on the agenda.

 Melanie L. Young
President, Molly Marine 

Chapter

   The 2008 Convention Committee gratefully acknowledges receipt 
of monetary contributions from members to help fund the 2008 
Convention in Houston. The committee encourages contributions 
from all of our members. Help make this the best convention ever.
   To help in this major effort, send check or money order (made 
payable to 2008 National Convention & Conference) to: Lisa Huerta, 
Treasurer TX-2 Chapter, 4403 Pickering Place, College Station, TX 
77845.

Donations Requested for 2008
 Convention & Conference

Contest Results
     It looks like Florida was the place to be from 
for the second “Texas Graphic” contest. The 
winners are Karen Kelly, Clearwater, and Mary 

Richardson, Earleton.
     We will be running this contest one more time in the summer 
issue, only this time I’m going to use all the entries submitted 
so far (except for the winners!) and select from them.
     If you’ve never given it a try and want to, there will be a 
graphic of the state of Texas in the summer issue for you to 
find. Submit your entry either via email or postal mail. This 
time, all you have to tell me is what page it’s on. But don’t for-
get your name and address! My contact information is on Page 
2 of this issue.
     Thank you to those who submitted entries this time! 

                                                        Sondra Metzger

Bye, Bye “Bucket”
    The new female frame cap will be introduced to the recruit 
depots in FY09.The cap is similiar to the male cap in that 
there is one frame and two crowns (one green, one white). 

The braid for both caps will 
be  black (no longer will we 
have the red braid with the 
service cap).The cost of the 
caps will be equivalent to the 
male caps.The caps should 
be available for purchase in 
the second quarter of FY09 
and the mandatory posses-
sion date for the new cap and 

phase out date for the old caps is 1 Oct 2012.



Membership Update
Life (From Term)
ANGIL, DOROTHY L 5420 DAISY AVE. TWENTY-NINE PALMS, CA 92277-1304
GEORGE, DIAN S 1515-27TH AVE. VERO BEACH, FL 32960
HOCKENHULL, BRENDA R 1050 CALLE DEL CERRO #608 SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672-6067
HUERTA, LISA J 4403 PICKERING PLACE COLLEGE STATION. TX 77845-5981
OMITES, SHANNON M 12916 188TH AVE NW ELK RIVER, MN 55330-1108
PEREZ, TARA M 18617 A NIMS LN. LOXLEY, AL 36551
SMITH, LISA A 409 BUNYAN TRAIL DR. NEVIS, MN 56467-4000
TANADA, MARY HEIDI 17103 SW ELDORADO DR. TIGARD, OR 97224-1235

Life (New)
AKSTIN, AMY M %ANTHONY C. AKSTIN 4123 S. LAGOON CT. SOUTHPORT NC 28461
BARBOZA, KATHRYN A 108 CHINABERRY DR. FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22407
EDWARDS, JULIA M 328 SAVAGE ST. NEW ORLEANS LA 70114
KARNOSKY, WINIFRED I 10 GLEN EDEN CT SAVANNAH, GA 31419-2719
KELLER, TRYLONDA ELAINE PO BOX 45095 SAN DIEGO, CA 92145
LORENZ-TOWNSEND KATHERINE M 4025 TORTOISE LN. FORT WORTH, TX 76135
LYONS, MEGHAN EILEEN 2620 CRESTFIELD DR. VALRICO, FL 33596
LYONS, PATRICIA CAROLYN 2620 CRESTFIELD DR. VALRICO, FL 33596
MARTIN, BARBARA A 176 FIRESTONE ST LAKAWANNA, NY 14218-3677
MORENO, ANASTASIA SHIMABUKU PSC 78 BOX 1218  APO AP 96326-0012
SORRELL, GWEN M PO BOX 782 RIDGELAND, MS 39158-0782
STAUB, DEBORAH LYNN 15401 WINDSONG LN. DUMFRIES, VA 22025
TITUS-TENTION, BARBARA JEAN 520 GILLINGHAM CT . OCEANSIDE, CA 92054
URBAN, CRYSTAL D HQBM H&S CO BAND BOX 555381 CAMP PENDELTON, CA 92055
(REINSTATED) ANTHONY, TERESA J PO BOX 183 HANSON, KY 42413-0183
(REINSTATED) LEE, REBECCA J 4703 STATE RT 361 CIRCLEVILLE, OH 43113

New Members

ANTHONY, HELENA B PO BOX 54 MEXICAN SPRINGS, NM 87320
ARBOGAST, CHERYL J 4418 MACCORKLE AVE. SW SOUTH CHARLESTON, WV 25309-1407
ARTZ, JEAN J 401 S MARKET ST. MECHANICSBURG, PA 17055-6419
BELL, BARBARA SMOOGIE 713 CARANN ST. STAUNTON, VA 24401
BEVAN, SHERRI L 54732 BENICA TRAIL YUCCA VALLEY, CA 92284
BROOKS, REBECCA A 11752 SAN JOSE REDFORD, MI 48239
BROWN, ANN  4861 CARTLEN DR. PLACENTIA, CA 92870
CLARK, BARBARA R 3539 TEAKWOOD DR. PEARLAND, TX 77584-2531
CLELAND, PAULINE D 3197 SCOTT CLIFF DR. LAKE MILT00, OH 44429-9513
DOORLEY, ELSIE 16 JACKSON PL.  MOONACHIE, NJ 07074-1217
DUNCAN, NICO 2248 FOUTZ AVE.  SAN DIEGO, CA 92109
DUSSEAULT, NANCY MECARTNEY 4161 14TH ST NORTH ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33703
ESPERANCE, SHEILA M 32911 COACH DR. NEW BALTIMORE, MI 48047-4000
FRANCONERE, RITA 14 ROBIN HOOD RD . ALBANY, NY 12203-5134
GOLDBERG, JEWEL P 199 GULF WAY OLDSMAR, FL 34677-2414
GRONSKI, DONNA J 3323 CEDAR AVE. MOOSIC, PA 18507
HAMILTON, JANIE DAIGLE 6407 HILLOCK LN. PEARLAND, TX 77584
HOPKINS, WENDY S 680 BUCKINGHAM AVE. LINCOLN PARK, MI 48146-3107
JASMAN, FAYE A 7 SPRING VALLEY RD. GREENVILLE, SC 29615
JOHNSON, ROBYN E 418 HIGHMEADOWS VILLAGE DR. POWELL, OH 43065-9365
KELLEHER, MARY G 1451 ALAMO PINTADO RD.  SOLVANG, CA 93463-9757
KESNER, JEAN 14 MAIN ST. RIVERSIDE, RI 02915-3237
KING, ROBERTA E 17990 E HWY 169 DEWEY, AZ 86327-7300
LEWIS, BETTY H 6277 MOUNTAIN GROVE RD. HICKORY, NC 28602-9248
MARTINEZ, DAISY M 735 S GUADALUPE ST. LOCKHART, TX 78644-3331
MATTHEWS, MARJORY C CA VETERANS HOME PO BOX 1200 YOUNTVILLE, CA 94599-1297
McELROY, ESTHER K 19 COULTERS RD.  CRANSTON, RI 02920-6003
MEELER, ANNA F 18561 FLORIDA ST. # 4044 HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648
MURDOCK, DIANE 3325 227TH ST S W (LOWER) BRIER, WA 98036
MURNEY, KATHLEEN M 303 MAGELLAN DR. NEW BERN, NC 28560-8409
PERDUE, DONNA C 24 S PORTAGE PATH APT 5A AKRON, OH 44303
PROCTOR, MARCELLA L 13559 HATCHER PL. FONTANA, CA 92336-2945
RODRIGUEZ, BETTY J 125 SAINT CATHERINE CIR. RICHMOND HILL, GA 31324-6513
ROY, RITA B 15 ELMER ST. E. HARTFORD, CT 06108-2548
SCOTT, CAROLYN G. 310 LAKEVIEW RD. ROCKMART, GA 30153-4353
SPOONER, JENNIFER RENEE 37970 POINTE ROSA HARRISON TWP, MI 48045
WIGLESWORTH, NINA M 2704 VESTAL ST. GREENSBORO, NC 27406-5118

LIFE MEMBERS           2,147
TERM MEMBERS        1,344
HONORARY MEMBER        1
TOTAL MEMBERS       3492

Membership
Totals

ANDRUS-WALKER, RACHEL R 514 PUSAN DR. OCEANSIDE, CA 92058
BICKHAM, LATISHA MONIQUE 753 CARROLLWOOD VILLAGE DR. APT 241 GRETNA, LA 70056
BOGDAN, ANDREA E 114 W AVE SANTIAGO SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672
BURTON, CYNTHIA K 1150 AIRPORT RD UNIT 142 DESTIN, FL 32541
CANCEL, LOIZA M 4601 SPRENKLE LN. RICHMOND, VA 23328
CATOIA, HEATHER J 3279 CORPORAL DR SAN DIEGO, CA 92124
COLON, IVELISSE 3300 WALL BLVD. APT 23F GRETNA,  LA 70056
CONTRERAS, KEONA TAMARAH 503 GARRISON DR. WOODS APT 211 STAFFORD, VA 22556
DOWNS, ALICIA MARIE 3091 RIVER RIDGE DR. MACON, GA 31204
FORS, CHELSIE LYNN 8063 CORAL MEADOW CONVERSE, TX 78109
GALLIGO, KATHERINE LAVINA 15840 ELMWOOD AVE. KANSAS CITY, MO 64147
GOLINSKI, MAXINE E 2705 MICHAEL RD. ALBANY, GA 31721-1560
GRAVITT, KRISTI K PO BOX 137 HULL, TX 75564
GREGG, LADILVIA VMU-2 PSC BOX 8077  CHERRY POINT, NC 28533
IMAN, MARY K 4 RUSSELL CT.  BALTIMORE, MD 21207 
JACOBS, PAMELA SUSAN 10706 E 119 ST. N COLLINSVILLE, OK 74021
KILTS, JEANIE L 259 RIDGEDALE DR.  LAKELAND, FL 33809-1574
KUHN, MARIA R 297 OLD ANITOCH RD. SMITHVILLE, TX 78597-5719
LAWRENCE, ANGELLA M 509 JP COURT  SLIDELL, LA 70458
LONG, CHRISTI S 6458 OAKCREST RD. MILTON, FL 32570
MAIER, LINDA L 5874 S YAMPA ST. CENTENNIAL, CO 80015-3078
MARTINEZ, MARIA G 3424 WACO ST. APT 3 SAN DIEGO, CA 92117
MARTINEZ-SMITH, MARCY MILAGROS 166 MITCHEL AVE. EAST MEADOW, NY 11554
MCDONALD, NEFERTITI DELORES 2979 8TH AVE. APT 26D NEW YORK, NY 10039
MCPHERSON, CHERRY ANN 113 RIVER BLUFF DR. JACKSONVILLE, NC 28540-8825
MUMMERS, MICHELLE M 570 MELCHERS DR. FREDERICKSBURG, VA 22045
NEWHOUSE, ANDREA M 2626 FLOWER FIELDS WAY CARLSBAD, CA 92010
NIKOLICH, ANITA 4810 N. SEELEY AVE. CHICAGO, IL 60625
PETRUCELLI, ELIZABETH 6532 TRAPPERS TRAIL AVE. PARKER, CO 80134
PHARES, NICHOLE  V 62200 WESTEND BLVD. APT 2209 SLIDELL, LA 70461
QUESADA, CORINA C 769 HERBERT DR. UNIT 136 NEW ORLEANS, LA 70114
RODDY, CAROL J 4730 MILANO WAY OCEANSIDE, CA 92057-7638
ROMERO, DELORIS D 2637 GENERAL COLLINS AVE. NEW ORLEANS, LA 70114
ROSCETTI, PENNY A 301 N 6TH RIVERTON, IL 62561
SAAVEDRA, HILDA J 340 BELL PARK CIR SE ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87108
SEYMOUR, JONELLA A 2428 BRITT ST NE ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87112
SHAW, BONNIE ANN 222 WILLIAM STREET DOWNINGTOWN, PA 19335
SIEFERT, KATIE M 2502 OCEANSIDE BLVD. APT 36 OCEANSIDE, CA 92054-4503
SIMS, LINDA D 600 CENTRAL AVE. APT 384 RIVERSIDE, CA 92507
SORIA, VERONICA DEL SOCORRO 5013 RED OAK CT. JACKSONVILLE, NC 28546
St.MARIE, KAREN ANN 1395 ALVERADO WAY DECATUR, GA 30032
STEPHENS, ANGELA M PO BOX 1280 MEDIA, PA 19063
TAYLOR, CHERYL A 103 CANAL ST. WORTHINGTON, IN 47471-1401
VAN NORMAN, JESSICA GRACE 144 LAUREL BAY BLVD. BEAUFORT, SC 29906
VANOSS, SHANNON LYNETTE 46345 DEAN CT. LEXINGTON PARK, MD 20653

New Members (Reinstated)

Deceased Life Members
LM# 2429 - Helen Ahart, Tucson, AZ, died 20 February 2008
LM# 2688 – Dolores B. Badorrek, Holidaysburg, PA, died 6 March 2008
LM# 1125 – Isobel M. Baldyga, Madison, WI, died 3 March 2008 
LM# 227 – Lea E. Cox, Las Vegas, NV, died 7 March 2008
LM# 1506 – Louise M. Ferris, Deerfield, IL, died 4 March 2007
LM# 1664 – Luvenia E. Holt, Sunnyvale, TX, died 29 February 2008
LM# 521 – Mary T. Kelley, Yonkers, NY, died 24 October 2007
LM# 390 – Willabelle S. Maloney, Los Angeles, CA, date of death unknown
LM# 501 – Louise H. McLaughlin,Olympia, WA, died 5 January 2008
LM# 1231 – Evelyn N. Murdock, Cedar Grove, NJ, died 12 October 2006
LM# 540 – Grace M. Murray, San Dimas, CA, died 24 February 2008
LM# 1249 - Betty L. Schlechte, Wright City, MO, died 27 March 2008
LM# 443 – Hazel E. Wagenhoffer, Pahrump, NV, died 12 November 2007
LM# 1803 – Marlyn W. Warner, Orchard Park, NY, died 24 March 2007
LM# 2270 – Theresa C. Yianilos, La Jolla, CA, died 24 march 2008

Deceased Term Members 
Marianne A. Liesenfeld, Menomonee Falls, WI, died 22 February 2008
Lavada “Jo” Luman, Alpine, CA, died June 2006
Esther M. Malley, Houston, TX, died 6 March 2008
Ola T. Richbourg, Laurel Hill, FL died 30 January 2006

Taps
1 February 2008 - 31 March 2008
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Resource Manual and Directory Address Updates
ADAIR, ANN G 865 N DELSEA DR. CLAYTON, NJ 08312-1028
ALLEN, MARY L 2150 INDIAN CREEK BLVD E APT B204 VERO BEACH,  FL 32966-1381
ARNOLD, BARBARA J 169M CAPITOL HILL DR. LONDONDERRY, NH 03053-5417
ARNOLD, DOROTHY C 1550 E RIVER RD. APT 259 TUCSON, AZ 85718-5897
BALDUF, MABEL L 901 15TH ST S APT 1517 ARLINGTON,  VA 22202-5041
BECKNER, JENNIFER N 1230 PINNACLE DR.  GROVETON, GA 30813
BLUE, BETTY J 827 LINDA MAR BLVD.  PACIFICA, CA 94044-3450
BROOKS, NANCY J 213 CONTI CT.  BELTON, MO 64012-6113
BUSBY, MELISSA ANN 403 GEBAUR AVE.  BELTON, MO 64012-4039
CANO, GLORIA PO BOX 758 LOVELAND, CO 80539-0758
CAVANAUGH, VERONICA R LYONS PAVILION, RM 103D 2461 SIDNEYS RD. WALTERBORO, SC 29488
CHROSTOWSKI, LEE A 539 BAYWOOD DR. S DUNEDIN, FL 34698-2012
COLLINS, RENDAL LEI 5983 FERNWOOD ST.  SHOREVILLE, MN 55126-8463
CROSETTI, GERALDINE M 23085 CYPRESS POINT WAY AUBURN, CA 95602-8379
CROUCH, SELMA V 8021 W FALL CREEK DR. PENDELTON, IN 46064-9018
CUSHING, DANA L PO BOX 1551 LEWISTON, NY 14092-8551
DAVIS, LAURIE L 429 APPLE DR.  EATON, OH 45320
DECAPRIO, CHRISTINE LYNN 1724 DANNET PLACE EAST MEADOW, NY 11554
EASLEY, DOROTHY ELIZABETH 215 W PENNSYLVANIA ST. STAUNTON, IL 60288-1127
ELLIOTT, LOIS T 321 CRIMSON AVE. BALDWIN CITY, KS 66006-4157
ELLISON, MARJORIE JEAN 2929 SE OCEAN BLVD.  APT 137-3 STUART, FL 34996-2754
GALASSO-ALEXANDER, VIVIENNE O 29 CAMERON DR.  YEMASSEE, SC 29945-3349
GENOVESE, CATHERINE ANN 1611 WALLESTON CT.  ALEXANDRIA, VA 22302
GRAHAM, EILEEN G 5751 NE WYNGANT ST. PORTLAND, OR 97218-2652
GRAHAM, SUZANNE R 1440 HOTEL CIR N APT 330 SAN DIEGO, CA 92018-2923
GUEST, MARY P 7793 MEGAN LN. MAPLETON DEPOT, PA 17052-9657
HABER, ALICE J 544 N SHIAWASSEE ST #544 OWOSSO, MI 48867-2230
HAUGEN, STELLA M 12732 KILLDEER ST NW COON RAPIDS, MN 55448-7052
HEIDBRINK, ANGIELA FAITH 120 DEVYN LN.  LENOIR CITY, TN 37772
HEINEN, STARRLEEN J 103 HICKORY RIDGE DR. ST ROBERT, MO 65584-3308
HENDERSON,  CRYSTAL M 211 TARGET LN. HUBERT, NC 28539-4578
HENDRICKS, KATHERINE M 4540 SNELLING AVE. APT 202 MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55406-4426
HILLER, SUSAN 6942 W. OLIVE AVE.  LOT 56 PEORIA, AZ 85345
HOPE, SARA E 16088 BEARESS LOOP QUANTICO, VA 22134-1719
HOWARD, LORI L 326 TRESTLE DR. DIAMONDDALE, MI 48821-9315
HUSSEY, DOROTHY M 1650 SE HOLIDAY CREST CIR. APT 123 WAUKEE, IA 50263-8662
JACKSON, CAROLYN R 2207 E COLD SPRING LN. BALTIMORE, MD 21214-2421
JESSUP, FRANCES JEAN 215 HOLLYWOOD ST. VALDOSTA, GA 31601-5040
KELLEHER, MARY G 1451 ALAMO PINTADO RD. SOLVANG, CA 93463-9757
KELLEY, MELISSA 123 NORTH PEYTON ST. ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314
KELLY, CONSTANCE C 1440 HOTEL CIR N APT 330 SAN DIEGO, CA 92018-2923
KELLY, MARY M MTHR OF PERPETUAL HOME - RM 46 7609 WATSON RD. ST LOUIS, MO 63119-5001
KOWALSKI, ANNE C 2305 S CUSTER RD. APT 3702 McKINNEY, TX 75070-6228
KRAEMER, DOROTHY A 5606 CORTE BENISA HEMET, CA 92545-5432
LAFORCE, RAE K 317 BOCA DEL CANON  SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672-5403
LANDRETH, ESTHER L 8222 S YALE AVE APT 119 TULSA,  OK 74137-2203
LIVA, DIANE M 6588 W IMLAY CITY RD.  IMLAY CITY MI 48444
MCHAN, AMBER ECHO-ANNA 105 APACHE TRAIL HAVELOCK, NC 28532-2920
MCPHERSON,  CHERRY ANN 113 RIVER BLUFF DR.  JACKSONVILLE , NC 28540-8825
MILLER, RUTH LEAH 1133 COUNTRY CLUB DR. MINDEN, NV 89423-8855
MILLER, THRESA FREEMAN 3335 NEW HOPE RD. FORDLAND, MO 65652-7170
MORGAN, ANGELA C 7200 SHORE RD NE KALKASKA, MI 49646-8770
MORRIS, JENNIFER B 3720 ELM DR. PEARL CITY, HI 96782
MORRIS, SANDRA K 77500 SOUTH 6TH ST. SPACE A17 COTTAGE GROVE, OR 97424-2923
MUSZUMANSKI, JULIANNA M 8811 ROBIN DR. APT C DES PLAINES, IL 60016-5472
NEWMAN, DEBORAH E 1202 RIO GRANDE CT. ALLEN, TX 75013-4613
NOWINSKI, GERMAINE C 1807 SPRINGWOOD ST NORFOLK, VA 23518-3151
O’CONNOR, NATALIE W 2 DANCER DR. SHELTON, WA 98584-1246
OLMOS, ABIGAIL DE JESUS PO BOX 966  LEXINGTON PARK, MD 20653-0966
O’SULLIVAN, JANE C ROGUE VALLEY MANOR 1200 MIRA MAR AVE.  MEDFORD, OR 97504-8546
OZIMEK, MARIE 34 AVIGNON AVE.  FOOTHILL RANCH, CA 92610-1917
PARKS, JENNIFER M 504 WATER ST. BEAUFORT, SC 29902
PURSER, ELEANOR LEXINGTON MANOR 20480 VETERANS BLVD, RM 145 PORT CHARLOTTE, FL 33954
RAGAZZINO, KATHERINE R PO BOX 639 CARLSBAD, CA 92018-0639
RANDALL, KAREN Y 610 E HORNE ST. CLAYTON, NC 27520-2533
RAPAGLIA, ARIANNE M 1510 ORANGE JUBILEE RD.  HENDERSON, NV 89014-3202

RATES-DOUGLAS, GLYNIS V. V. 12000 MARKET ST. APT 233 RESTON, VA 20190-6231
RICE, DOROTHY MAE 111 PETREE RD. WINSTON SALEM, NC 27106-4401
ROBINSON-CHANDLER, REBECCA B 748 FIELDSTONE DR NE APT. 102 LEESBURG, VA 20176-4776
RODRIQUEZ, BRANDIE L 103 MARDEN CT, SE SMYRNA, GA 30082-4334
ROETHLER, JOYCE D 4100 DEBARR RD.  ANCHORAGE , AK 99508-3116
ROMINE, ELIZABETH E 113 MINNEHAHA AVE. FLORENCE, AL 35630
SAGER, ELIZABETH A 93 NEWTONS CORNER RD.  HOWELL, NJ 07731-2887
SANTORO, JEANETTE L 9384 BARBUTA RD. APT 215 SAN DIEGO, CA 92129-4931
SIEBERT, CONSTANCE M 922 ORTIZ DR. ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87108
SMITH, VIVIA E 6915 N SESAME LN. TUCSON, AZ 85704-1850 SNYDER, LORRAINE K 1008 
1ST ST W RM 21 HASTINGS, MN 55033-1134
SORRELL, CEDAR MAE 300 VASSAR SE ALBUQUERQUE,  NM 87106
STARKMAN, MELANIE KAYE 931 E 1ST AVE. APT. 327 BROOMFIELD , CO 80020
STITH, EVE 9512 LAROCCA CT  NW ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87114
TYRRELL, ROSEMARY 3500 LAKE BLVD APT 311 OCEANSIDE, CA 92056
VAN RIPER, MAE B 20134 NORTHVILLE PLACE DR. APT 3302 NORTHVILLE, MI 48167-2965
WITT, DORIS M 1600 MARSHALL CIR. UNIT 222 DUPONT WA 98327-7716
WRIGHT, LANETTE NICOLE 224 SW 4TH ST. DEERFIELD BEACH, FL 33441-4606
YOUNG, SHERYL L 5627 MEADOWCREST LANE NASHVILLE, TN 37209

Individual and Organizational Donors
The New York Community Trust - no specific honoree
WMA Michigan Chapter MI-1 - on chapter dissolution
The Nielson Company, Inc - for general support
Rolls-Royce North America, Inc - sponsorship for general support
American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery - in memory of Luvenia Ellen Holt
WMA Chapter CA-1 - in memory of Willabelle S Maloney & Grace M Murray
WMA Lone Star State TX-1 - in memory of Luvenia Ellen Holt
Russell Anne McCreless - Item: dg-GF Donation - in memory of Luvenia Holt
Camille Quarles - in memory of Luvenia G Holt
Mary L Scott - in memory of Luvenia Holt
Laurie Guido - in memory of Luvenia Ellen Holt
American College of Physicians - in memory of Luvenia E Holt
Skillman Church of Christ - in memory of Luvenia Garrard Holt
Melissa A Conway - in memory of Luvenia Holt
Catherine & Michael Shaw - in memory of Luvenia Ellen Garrard Holt
Gail E Mutnik - in memory of Luvenia E Holt
Eddie & Jan Davis - in memory of Luvenia E Holt
Randy Will & Carolyn Grimm - in memory of Luvenia E Holt
Fern P Hauss - in memory of Willabelle S Maloney, Grace M Murray, and Louise H McLaughlin
Muriel F Underwood - in memory of James Stephens, son-in-law of Lucille Janssens, IL-2
WMA Chapter WI-1 - in memory of Marianne Liesenfeld and Isobel Baldyga
WMA Chapter IL-2 - in memory of Louise Ferris and James Stephens, brother of Louise Janssens
WMA Chapter AR-1 - in memory of Winnifred Irving

Members who contributed in response to the mailer
envelope in the 2006-2008 RM& D
Dorothy Arnold
Helen S Grahl
Priscilla I Hayes

Helen M Mueller
Norma G Rambow
WMA NV-1 Sagebrush Chapter

Members who contributed in response to the History 
Preservation mailer envelope in the Fall ‘Nouncements
Jane J Allen 
Julianna H Austin 
Margaret C Bandy
Peg Biehl
Pearl Youst Caprarvolo
Lillian Cross
Eileen J Davis
Laurie Davis
Donna M Genovese
Marie A Gray

Carol P Hamm
Caryl B Hooper
Mary Ann Johnson
Ferne Lautner
Elizabeth S McLaughlin 
Elizabeth A Murphy
Maj Gen Carl H McNair, Jr. 
- in memory of
MSGT Laura Dennis

Eileen Scanlon 
Theresa M Sousa
Kathy Sutphen
Virginia M Swartz
Elaine K Syverson 
Beverly J Taylor
Lucy D Turner
Dorothy L Witcher
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Reunions Scheduled
 • Marine Air Groups Reunion, WWII to Present, Branson, 
Missouri, October 22-25, 2008. Contacts: James Jordan, james.
m.Jordan@Hughes.net, (417) 535-4945; Bob Miller, (636) 327-
5854.
•  The 3rd Marine Division Association will hold its annual family 
reunion, 30 July – 3 August in Iselin, NJ. Headquarters hotel is 
Woodbridge Sheraton Hotel.

     Anyone who served in, was attached to, or served in support 
of the 3rd Marine division at any time since it was formed on 16 
September 1942 is eligible and cordially invited to attend.
     For membership and reunion information, contact: SgtMaj Bill 
Krueger (Ret), home: 703-451-3844 or write 7622 Highland St., 
Springfield, VA 22150-3931 or visit our website at www.caltrap.
com.



AZ-1  Arizona Roadrunner

Chapter Clippings

             We are increasing our membership! At the last meeting 
we had two new members with more to come. One of our mem-
bers made contact at her bowling banquet to have our upcoming 
meeting with National President Paula Sarlls and her husband 
Loyal Escort Tony as our guests. We will meet at Annabelle’s 
Restaurant at the Arizona Golf Resort on May 3. Lunch will 
be from the buffet. Contact Bettie Lerdall at blerdall@cox.net 
or Jeanne Botwright at wma369@aol.com or bodem6@aol.
com for directions. We have also invited the members of AZ-2 
from Tucson.  We hope to have a great turnout for our National 
President.
                                                                 Jeanne Botwright

CA-1  Greater Los Angeles Area

Bettie Lerdall, along with 
three other veterans and 
two women from the Ari-
zona National Guard who 
served in Iraq were hon-
ored by Phoenix mayor 

Phil Gordon for their 
service. Each veteran 

received a copy of their 
names being entered 
into the Congressional 

Record commemorating 
their service.

     Three members - President Anna T. Brown, Treasurer Fern 
Hauss, and Ellen T. Grim - attended the CA-7 65th Anniversary 
luncheon held 9 February at Camp Pendleton. They reported it 
was a most enjoyable and informative event and also reported 
seeing several familiar faces including Helen Hannah Campbell 
who at one time was a member of CA-l and is still remembered 
with special affection by our members.
     CA-l held its own anniversary luncheon on 23 February at 
Taix’s French Restaurant on Sunset Blvd. Each member present 
shared the times and places she had served in the Marine Corps 
which brought back many fond memories. Ernest Jackson, 
public relations for the Montford Point Marines, spoke of their 
organization. 
     Honored guests were Major and Mrs. T.C. Richardson, 
USMC (Ret). Major Richardson is the senior military instruc-
tor for the John C. Fremont High School MCJROTC program 
and has served there for about 10 years. A representative from 
CA-1 makes a presentation to the outstanding girl in the gradu-
ating MCJROTC class each year. Our chapter thanks Major 
Richardson for coming and presenting an interesting and infor-
mative talk to our group.
     Major Rosanna Reyes’ assignment in Los Angeles ended dur-
ing this past year and she was transferred to the Washington, D. 
C. area. She recently sent a letter and picture of herself and new 
husband Jon taken at her promotion ceremony on 1 February. 
Our double congratulations on a “major” promotion and on 
becoming a new bride! We will miss her and we wish them 

Maj Rosanna Reyes and husband 
at her promotion ceremony.

both the very best.
     We are sorry to report that 
three CA-1 members who have 
at one time been very active 
in our chapter have died in the 
past few months. They were 
Willabelle Maloney, Beatrice 
Gabel, and Grace Murray. We 
miss them all.

                     Shasta L. Anker

CA-2  San Diego County

     Saturday, 19 January, was a sad but proud day for CA-2 because 
we bid farewell at MCAS Miramar to several of our active duty 
members who were deploying to Iraq for the first time. Several of 
our members were at the armory and terminal to see them off.  
  On 9 February over 24 members, families and friends traveled 
north to Camp Pendleton’s SNCO Club to celebrate the 65th 
Anniversary with CA-7. As usual CA-7 put on a bash.  We all had 
a great time and are looking forward to next year.
     Our installation ceremony was held at the Bay View on MCRD 
San Diego, 22 February, with Area 10 Director Lillian Cross serv-
ing as the installing officer. 
    On 8 March we attended and 
enjoyed the flawless precision 
performance at the Battle Color 
Ceremony on MCRD San Diego. 
Following the ceremony we 
were invited to a reception at the 
Command Museum hosted by the 
museum and the MCRD Museum 
Historical Society. The picture is 
of member Doris Johnson, 87, 
with a bugler from the “President’s 
Own” at the ceremony. 

   Sad to say we attended memorial services for Eleanor Lida Craig 
and Theresa Karas Yianilos. Kay Miller read the WMA memorial 
service readings for Theresa.
    On 13 March we were invited to attend the Post and Relief and 
Retirement Ceremony for SgtMaj of MCRD SgtMaj Bobby B. 
Woods, followed by a reception at BGen Salinas’ house. SgtMaj 
Woods retired and relinquished his post to SgtMaj Brian K. 
Jackson, one of our Loyal Escorts. 
     Our next meeting and the first with our new officers was held 
on 19 April at the MCRD Command Museum followed with a 
tour from Museum Director Barbara McCurtis, a new member of 
CA-2.                                                      
                                                                       Cheryl Spencer
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CA-3  Greater San Francisco Bay Area

        We started the New Year with a bang at our January meet-
ing which was hosted by Kathy and Shaaron Wright at the Ranch 
Restaurant in Hayward. After completing our business meeting and 
lunch, we all settled down for a few games of bingo. 



      We also had five drawings for door prizes, so quite a few of 
the ladies went home with a little something to remind them of a 
fun day with their chapter friends.
     On 9 February, LaVerne Marts, Betty Lieser and Kathleen 
Wright flew down to San Diego to attend the 65th Anniversary 
celebration at the South Mesa SNCO Club. It was a very large 
event with over 200 women Marines and guests in attendance 
and was a most enjoyable afternoon for all present. We would 
like to thank Angelique Esquivel and Randy Tidmore for pro-
viding transportation between the San Diego Airport and Camp 
Pendleton. We very much appreciated their kindness and thor-
oughly enjoyed their company.
     On 16 February, Lucille Thyrring provided the facility for our 
joint 65th Anniversary meeting at Paradise Valley in Fairfield. The 
event was hosted by CA-9. Three local chapters joined in the cel-
ebration to include CA-9, CA-6 and CA-3. Between members 
and guests, we had about 40 in attendance. 

     We enjoyed a social hour prior to entering the dining area 
where CA-3 Chaplain Connie Davis led us in prayer and con-
ducted a ceremony to remember those who had passed during 
2007. We then watched LaVerne Marts install the new CA-9 
officers. Congratulations to the new officers and we wish them a 
successful and enjoyable term in office.  

   After lunch, we conducted 
the traditional cake cutting 
ceremony. Our oldest Marine 
was Connie Hubach of CA-
6, who will be 90 years 
young in July and our young-
est was Robin Miller, who 
drove down from Reno to 
join in our celebration. Rob-
in saw our event listed on the 
Together We Served web site 
and decided to join us for 
the day.

their sister Marines. In March, we also added our first Loyal 
Escort in the person of Shaaron Wright, sister of Kathleen Wright. 
Welcome aboard, Shaaron!             
                                                                       Kathleen Wright

Connie Hubach (left) and Robin Miller 
getting ready to cut the cake. 

CA-7  Edith Macias Vann So. California

        Happy Spring to all from the wonderful ladies in the Edith 
Macias Vann Chapter here in sunny southern California. 
     Our 65th Anniversary celebration was wonderful. It was held 
at the newly renovated SNCO club aboard Camp Pendleton. They 
did a great job redecorating, and we did a great job celebrating, 
thanks to the hard work of our two wonderful co-chairs, Eleanor 
Judge and Lillian Cross, and many volunteers! It was a fun and 
memorable time for the 200+ people in attendance. We thank the 
many visiting WMA members from all over California and even 
Arizona.
     If that did 
not keep our 
members busy 
enough in 
February, we 
played a large 
part in the 
success of a 
fundraiser for 
the Veterans 
Association of 
North County 
(VANC) held 
at Outback 
Steakhouse that 
raised over $3,500 for the renovations to make a veterans’ center in 
Oceanside. VANC is comprised of 27 local veterans groups work-
ing together to make the vet center a reality for all active, retired 
and former service members to enjoy.

CA-7 at Outback Steakhouse. Seated (l-r): Dot 
Munroe, Marie Proulx, and Mary Anthony. Standing 
(l-r): Charlene Itchkawich, Barbara Cogburn, Alyce 

Williamson, Ken Cross, Shannon Cross
and Lillian Cross.
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        Robin and other women Marines in the Reno area are work-
ing to start a chapter of their own, and we wish them every success 
with their venture. Thanks for joining us, Robin; it was a pleasure 
to meet you. The final event was a drawing for door prizes which 
is a popular conclusion to any meeting. 
     It is always wonderful to get together with other local chapters 
and to share an afternoon with the ladies we see so rarely.  Semper 
Fidelis, ladies. Let’s do it again next year!
     March found us celebrating Easter at Harry’s Hofbrau in San 
Leandro. The meeting was hosted by Mary Louise Berry. It was a 
beautiful day and everyone enjoyed spending the afternoon with

        So that brings us to upcoming election of officers for 2008-
2010. They are: Barbara Cogburn, president; Charlene Itchawich, 
vice president; Marie Proulx, treasurer; Lee Tusa, secretary. The 
installation will be conducted at the 10 May meeting.
     Later this month we also have the MS fundraising walk and a 
Memorial Day event.  
     As always, we welcome new members and anyone visiting 
our area to join us on the 2nd Saturday of each month. For more 
information contact Marie Proulx at 760-433-1526.  Semper 
Fidelis!                                                                     
                                                                        Peggy Rieber

CA-8  Palms to Pines

    Unfortunately we had to cancel two meetings because we could 
not find a restaurant with a meeting room available at the time we 
usually meet. Our February meeting was held at Carrows restaurant 
in Banning. There was a fair turnout even with the added distance 
for most members. We now will be meeting at the Steer ‘n Stein in 
Moreno Valley until we can find a more suitable place.
     Election of officers for 2008-2010 was held. Rosemary Abrego-
Holms will remain as president; Edith Ynacay, vice president; 



    Ozell Barksdale, treasurer; Rogene Cannon, chaplain; Eddie 
Stephens, secretary; Vivian Bolton, historian. Wilma Wilson is in 
charge of the Coupon Program and Dorothy Irwin is chair for the 
Sunshine and Shadow Club.
     The members of CA-8 clip coupons and send them to the mili-
tary wives stationed overseas. It helps the families subsidize their 
food bills. A military base in Japan sent a wonderful thank you 
card for the coupons they received. Semper Fidelis.
                                                                     
                                                                        Sybl Acree 

CA-9  Redwoods

    CA-3, CA-6 
and CA-9 gathered 
at Paradise Valley 
Estates in Fairfield 
on 16 February to cel-
ebrate our 65th anni-
versary.  Forty plus 
members and guests 
attended including a 
special visitor from 
Reno, Robin Miller. CA-9 VP Lucille Thyrring, a resident of PVE, 
made the arrangements. 
     President Maggie Hart hosted the proceedings during which 
CA-3 president LaVerne Marts installed our new officers for 
2008-10: president, Maggie Hart; vice president, Lucille Thyrring; 
secretary, Doris Panzer; treasurer, Betty Lieser. We all four were 
“rung in” with bells which we sounded enthusiastically.                                                   

Those jolly bell ringers, the newly installed 
officers of CA-9.

        Cake cutting honors went to the oldest and youngest mem-
bers present, CA-6 member Cornelia Hubach (Connie) and Robin 
Miller of Reno, NV. We all gasped when we learned that Connie 
is 90 years old! She is full of vim and vigor and certainly does 
not appear to be in her ninetieth year. Right on, Connie! We hope 
to follow your example. No age revealed for Robin, but she rep-
resented the younger generations with conviction. Both ladies 
wielded their mini sabers handsomely and delivered the first cut 
with style. 
     Past Treasurer Betty Kelley was honored for her 12-plus years 
of service to the Redwoods Chapter.  Appreciation and thanks 
were extended to her along with a gift and a certificate which 
acknowledged her contributions to the chapter. Current Secretary 
Doris Panzer was recognized also for her services as past presi-
dent.
     Plans for the Third Women Marines Tea at the Veterans Home 
in Yountville had to be postponed due to extensive renovations of 
the Home’s recreation building and change of staff in the activities 
department. 
     We are moving forward under Maggie’s leadership and are now 
planning for a potluck at her home in American Canyon in May. 
Semper Fidelis!  
                                                                                                                                                                     Doris Panzer

CO-1  Colorado Columbines

lunch at the Castle Café in Castle Rock. Guests of honor included 
Secretary of State Mike Coffman and author of “The Few, The 
Proud, Women Marines in Harm’s Way”, Sara Sheldon, who 
shared her experiences in Iraq. 
     Colorado Senator Nancy Todd presented the chapter with a 
proclamation by Governor Bill Ritter recognizing the anniver-
sary of women Marines. Vice President Loretta Krook and local 
recruiter Sgt. Renee Krusemark accepted the proclamation on the 
chapter’s behalf. The Joint Session of Colorado Assembly also 
made a resolution to honor the anniversary.
     Log on and check us out! The chapter has a new website at 
www.wmaco1.org that is being managed by Treasurer Carron 
Barrella and Public Relations Officer Amy Contreras.  
     We are very proud of former vice president Pam Shelby who 
ran the 2007 Marine Corps Marathon. Ooh-rah! 
     The chapter is currently supporting the Expo projects of WMA 
by loaning our story boards.                                          
                                                                        Amy Contreras

FL-4  Tampa Tarpons

     Our chapter had plans for the anniversary lunch on February 
16 but due to illness and other problems, it was called off. Our 
officers remain the same for the next term. We are continuing to 
collect items for our project, THE SPRING, (a Thrift Store) and 
attend VAVS meetings.                                                                    
                                                                        Laverne Myers

FL-6  Florida Gators

   Our members had a 
wonderful anniversa-
ry party in Ft Myers, 
as you can see by the 
photos. We cover so 
much territory, from 
Sarasota to Marco 
Island, that we try 
to select a midpoint 
meeting place. 
     Happy Anniversary 
to a really great group 
of women Marines!        
                                                                                              Shirley Messano

Members of FL-6 in Ft Myers.

FL-7  Florida First Coast

     The FL-7 chapter has elected new officers for the 2008-2010 
year. We had our installation meeting on March 8 at the American 
Legion Post 129 in Jacksonville Beach. The new officers are as 
follows: Sheila Clifton, president; Betty Waters, vice president; 
Emily Zimmerman, treasurer; Bernie Klepac, secretary.   Gayle 
Plant then called Emily “front and center” and presented her with 
a certificate of appreciation for continuous service as treasurer 
from the Marine Corps birthday 1989 until present.  
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     The Colorado Columbine/History Chapter celebrated the 65th 
Anniversary of Women Marines on 16 February with a special



 The Molly Marine Chapter main-
tained their high momentum in 
March with extreme motivation 
for the prolonged success of the 
chapter and upcoming events to 
include the WMA Convention.  
     Four of the chapter mem-
bers, Linda Dixon, Tara Perez, 
Racheal Saucedo and Melanie Young, attended the March 1st 
Convention Planning Meeting in Houston. 

FL-8  Spaceport

        Greetings from Florida! We still meet monthly, and thank-
fully most of us are able to attend. The chapter has some really 
dedicated members who travel a long way to attend. Keep up the 
good work.
     Got some welcomed results from all the packages that were 
sent overseas. It’s amazing that the women over there are really 
interested in the WMA, and would like stories from long ago (and 
we sure have some good ones)!
     Stand Down was a great success here in Melbourne. We had 
135 veterans take advantage of the program. Our chapter had 
several members working both days. Bridget Kennedy, Marge 
Collins and Mary Bevan have been faithful to this program for 
many years. 
     We are pleased to welcome another new member to the chapter 
– retired Marine Linda Belanger. She had an interesting career 
in the Corps. Always on the look out for new “gals”. Most of us 
are from way back when, and are so glad that younger Marines 
are starting to join. One of our long time members, Lu Misurella, 
moved to Arizona and is still missed. She always had a big smile 
and a hearty laugh.
 The picture is 
from the Marine 
Corps Birthday 
Ball, Barefoot 
Bay Detachment, 
MCL, and includes 
Monica Steward, 
member of FL-8 
(Marine on right 
with sword) and Millie Kelligher seated on the left, also FL-8, 
serving as bell ringer! Way to go, ladies!
     Until next time, enjoy life, stay healthy, laugh a lot!

Mary Bevan

LA-1  Molly Marine

     One of our WWII veteran members, Suzanne Olivier, hosted 
our March meeting on the 8th. The meeting focused on the 
upcoming convention and the First Timers Meeting which (don’t 
forget) the Molly Marine Chapter will be hosting. 
     On 15 March, several of our members participated in the 
Girl Scouts’ Girls Fest in Independence. The theme was “Troops 
Helping Troops”. The girls brought in items for care packages to 
mail to the troops in Iraq. We displayed Marine Corps memorabil-
ia, WMA magnets, Mardi Gras beads and personalized pencils for 
prizes. We gave presentations on women in the Marine Corps, 
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     On behalf of the chapter, Sheila and Betty presented Gayle with 
a plaque noting her 12 years of devoted service as our president, 
along with a leather USMC jacket, in thankful appreciation. 
     During our WMA Birthday celebration we celebrated our old-
est and youngest Marines: Mary Le Judd who served in WWII and 
Bernie Klepac who served during Desert Storm.  
      Our website is: groups.firstcoastcommunity.com/wma, come 
check us out!                                          
                                                                        Bernie Klepac

WMA and the Molly Marine statue located in New Orleans. 
Pictured in the Girls Fest photo are LCpl Marianne Tone, SSgt 
Joyce Howard, CWO2 Allison Truelove and Melanie Young.
     Our next meeting was held on 12 April at the Wine Market 
Restaurant/Wine & Martini Bar in Slidell.
     Planned events include an April visit with one of our elderly 
WMA members (member at large) that is unable to get around. 
The plan is to treat her to lunch at her favorite restaurant and 
inform her of the latest chapter happenings.
    The Marine Support Group (MSG) of the Greater New Orleans 
Area, Inc. invited our chapter to their Spring Rally Dinner on 22 
April at Tulane University with NROTC students. LtGen Jack 
Bergman, Commander, Marine Forces Reserve, was the guest 
speaker. The MSG is strong supporters of our chapter and the 
WMA.
     During May, members will attend high school graduations 
throughout our area to present deserving MCJROTC students with 
the WMA Outstanding Cadet Award for demonstrating excep-
tional leadership abilities.                                          
                                                                   Melanie L. Young

MA-1  Bay State

     Our winter hiatus is over. We met on 30 March for a lovely 
lunch and a meeting to catch up with the happenings since our 
Christmas party.
    We pretty much have our slate of officers together for the 
upcoming two year term. We will finalize that in the next couple 
of weeks.
    Some of our snowbirds are still enjoying the warmer areas of 
the country, and should soon be returning. All things considered, 
our winter didn’t prove to be too bad. We all survived the cold.
    Roni Noyes, our chaplain, is in rehab after a fall at home which 
resulted in a broken leg. She is progressing nicely and is anxious 
to be out and about. 
    We continue to collect items and pack up boxes in support 
of the troops overseas. We have had some great letters from the 
recipients. It’s nice to know that we can all make such a differ-
ence doing these things. Looking forward to convention. Be 
well!                                     
                                                                   Kay Carpenter     

MA-2  Peg Parda

     The 65th Anniversary celebration was held at the MCL 
Building in Westfield on 16 February, opening with the salute to 
the flag and a prayer by our chaplain. The anniversary cake was 
made by Lynn Grise’s daughter, Jill Murphy.



     Our guest speaker was Rett Campbell, proud father of Rebecca 
who was commissioned last spring at Mt Holyoke. He presented 
two CDs put together of 1943 pictures of WRs to the present. We 
were the first group of Marines to view them.
     As the celebration continued, Penny Seip presented knit hats for 
preemies as a community service project.  Another member told 
about Jug Head Wine as a money-making project for scholarships 
for Marine recruits.
     We closed with a song and socialization for the rest of the 
time.   
     Our spring meeting held on 12 April was to install our 2008 
officers: president, Betsy Paulson; vice president, Lyn Grise; sec-
retary, Rita Brunelle; treasurer, Ella Balchunas.
                                   
                                                                   Rita Bruneller     

MI-2  Motor City

  Even under the threat of six inches of snow, the Motor 
City Chapter had a great turnout for its anniversary meeting. We 
welcomed into our chapter Kim Crawford Skelton and Jennifer 
Spooner. We are thrilled to have added two such vibrant members 
to our roster. Jennifer has just recently been named as legal coun-
sel for National WMA. Congrats Jennifer.
     Much time was spent planning for our table for Houston and 
our upcoming events for the coming year. Many members will be 
in attendance this year and we know we will have a great time.
     Don Cannon told of all the great things being planned and let 
us know that the June meeting will be hosted by the Loyal Escorts 
at Heck Park in Monroe. Heck Park has a fantastic military 
museum and is a great place for families. We will also use this as 
a great opportunity to recruit new members for Motor City and 
our Loyal Escorts.
     Motor City continues to work in the community. We are work-
ing to help bring the Moving Wall to New Baltimore this summer. 
One of our Marines from 1/24 (which we supported) was shot by a 
sniper and has officially been told that he has been chosen to have 
a home built at no charge by Homes for Our Troops. MI-2 has 
already been busy helping get donations and spreading the word 
about this wonderful project. We still continue to send boxes to 
our Marines and those deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan. We will 
also work the Stand Down and continue with our Sunday Coffee 
hours at the VA hospital.
      We hope that we will see all of you in Houston!
                                   
                                                                   Mary Ann Merritt

MO-1  St. Louis Gateway

Marine Corps green and to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.
     We look forward to the leadership of our new, youthful, presi-
dent, Victoria Staten. Victoria was discharged from the Marine 
Corps in 2003 and her husband is currently serving in Iraq.
     Maxine Kiefer was discovered at John Cochran VA Hospital 
and recently transferred to Jefferson Barracks VA Hospital. 
Welcome Maxine! We look forward to your support.
                                                                                                      Mary Jantosik   

     Our February meeting was held on 9 February at the Calico 
Cafe. We had 17 members in attendance which included new 
members Joni Seymour and Hilda Saavedra. We also had a guest, 
Diana Wong. The membership welcomed them aboard.
     The chapter voted to sponsor three projects at the VAMC which 
consisted of a $55.00 donation for tray mats for in-patients for the 
Veterans’ Day supper trays. We also sponsored a youth volunteer 
for $150.00 at the VA towards their scholarship program and 
$75.00 for “Operation We Care” for the purchase of food items 
to help veterans and their families during the holiday season in 
November and December.
     Our members also volunteered their time to present the 
MCJROTC awards at the eight high schools in New Mexico. We 
always have a good turnout for this event. 
     New officers for the 
2008-2010 term were elected 
and then installed by June 
Brothers. They are: Cedar 
Sorrell, president; Barbara 
Winslow, vice president; 
Stella Delgado Kinnison, sec-
retary; and Phyllis Young as 
treasurer. Billie Mitchell vol-
unteered to do the “Chapter 
Clippings” from now on.
     There were several door 
prizes donated by the membership. Marissa Dewyer drew the 
winning ticket for a special drawing for those who wore their dog 
tags. June Brothers was the winner for this drawing.
     I want to thank all the members for their support in attending 
meetings and for volunteering to take part in chapter activities. As 
always - Semper Fidelis to all Marines, and be sure to keep our 
troops in your prayers.                                          
                                                                   Billie M. Mitchell

NM-1  Sandia

NM-1 newly installed officers (l-r): 
Stella Delgado Kinnison, Barbara 

Winslow, Cedar Sorrell and Phyliss 
Young

NY-3  Paumanok

     We met at the local MCL detachment house and celebrated the 
women Marines’ 65th anniversary with lunch and then packing 
and shipping six flat rate boxes to Marines serving in Iraq.
  In January, Kathleen Tarrant’s daughter wanted to give Kathleen 
a birthday party. Instead of bringing gifts, family and friends were
invited to celebrate her 83rd birthday with a bingo party and buy-
ing bingo cards at $5.00 a card. With the money she collected she 
then purchased items which she brought to our meeting, celebrat-
ing her mother’s birthday again. It was a great idea and we hope 
the idea will spread with other WMA families.
                                                                                                      Barbara C. Kruse  
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       The Gateway Chapter met at the Pasta Bowl in St. Peters on 
9 March for the 65th Anniversary of Women Marines. We had a 
great turn out. Thirteen members attended and three guests. One 
of our guests, Maxine Kiefer, a Marine who works for Jefferson 
Barracks VA Hospital, came to the meeting with an application 
in hand.  
        The Pasta Bowl offered a reasonably priced menu, deli-
cious food, and great service. We look forward to returning to the 
establishment. In lieu of a cake, Betty Gonzales made individual 
servings of cheesecake, embellished with green kiwi to signify 



NY-3 at their anniversary/packing party.

OH-2  Chesty Puller

     We had our spring meeting at Artis Howell’s home and what a 
meal! Artis had a fruit pizza and we made our own egg omelets. 
She had the counter full of food, anything we wanted to put in an 
omelet. We put everything in a freezer zip lock bag and put it in 
boiling water for eight minutes and it was the best omelet I ever 
made. Thank you for hosting our meeting in your lovely home.
     Paula Rogers had a new hair style, because she donated a foot 
of it to an organization that makes wigs for the needy. She really 
looks great with the new style.
     Betty Jean and Don Cannon drove in from Michigan for our 
installation of officers: president, Ellen Leidy; vice president, 
Marilyn Jones; treasurer, Lynette Gray; secretary, Lois Cameron; 
chaplain, Susan Daood. All our officers plan on the trip to 
Houston for the convention.
     Our members are still working around the state on their indi-
vidual projects. We have women doing cooking in food kitchens, 
working with the Girl Scouts, and knitting caps and scarves for 
our vets. We have groups helping organize the women’s health 
conference, stand downs and honor field of flags. Our women are 
busy visiting and volunteering at our VA Clinics and hospitals. I 
think most of us do these things because there is a need and we 
feel we want to give back because that is what Marines do.
     Our summer picnic will be at Ellen Leidy’s house on 26 July. 
Ellen and Bob will be taking a retirement trip on 26 May to Rome 
and then cruise the waters of Italy, Spain and Tunisia. I hope they 
come back for our picnic.
     We are still looking forward to Houston.
                                   
                                                            Elva (Elvie) Pounders  

OK-1  Sooner

one ends.
     In May we plan to visit 
the ladies at Claremore 
Veterans Center as 
we were iced out in 
December and other 
commitments interfered 
in February.
     One lady at Claremore 
died on 2 April. She was 
the daughter of Olympic gold medal winner Jim Thorpe. Grace 
Thorpe was 86 and was an Army veteran. We enjoyed visiting 
with her in November.
     Now that spring is here, flowers blooming everywhere, birds 
“pairing up” and everyone feeling good, we wish everyone a great 
year ahead.
                                                                             Pietje Wall
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        In February the Marine Corps League invited us to join their 
meeting and honored us with a birthday cake and cake-cutting 
ceremony in true Marine Corps fashion. Five of our seven mem-
bers were able to attend – Harriet Frank, Wanda Graham, Virginia 
Kruizinga, June Sanders and Pietje Wall. I believe the men 
enjoyed the visiting as much as we did. Former OK-1 member 
Grace Meyers had a display of “then and now” uniforms and one 
of the MCL members brought his dress blues complete with all 
his medals from WWII.
    Virginia Kruizinga and Pietje Wall have been attending meet-
ings with the Veterans’ Day Parade committee in planning for the 
2008 parade. Tulsa has the f ifth largest parade in the nation, 
so planning for the next one begins immediately after the current

Women’s War Memorial in Broken Arrow 
that was dedicated in December.

OK-2  Heartland

     Since we last met here in the winter issue, OK-2 members and 
guests gathered on the afternoon of 10 February to celebrate the 
anniversary at the Hometown Buffet in south Oklahoma City and 
had a great time visiting, eating and enjoying an informal cake 
cutting ceremony as well as an interesting history presentation by 
Sunny Dryden. We were really thrilled to have three of our WWII 
members present: our president, Joan Willauer; Pat Goss; and 
Clare Trotter.
     Joan, Pam Bloustine 
and Brenda Blair have been 
doing most of the recon-
naissance necessary to put 
together the plans for the 6th 
Marine Division Reunion in 
September, and that project is 
moving forward on schedule.  
     On 16 March, WMA mem-
bers together with the Women 
Veterans Organization held 
the “First Annual St. Patrick’s Dance and Karaoke” at the Del 
City American Legion. Our Loyal Escort Clara Mark and Brenda 
Blair did a great job of supervising the decorating crew and had 
the place looking great by show time. This event was a fundraiser 
for the Women Veterans Recognition Day on the first Saturday 
in November.  
     Some of our group is planning to head up to Branson for the 
mid-May Women Veterans Week festivities on the heels of tak-
ing part in the 10 May Annual Del City Shriners Armed Forces 
Day Parade, which is billed as one of the largest Armed Forces 
Day events in Oklahoma.  
     OK-2 is continuing its quest to find and recruit new members 
and we will have some glowing things to report in the next issue. 
Semper Fidelis.
                                                     Dorothy ‘Jingles’ Rimbold

 (l-r): Joan Willauer, Pat Goss and Clare 
Trotter at the anniversary luncheon.

OR-1  Lady Marine Rose

   Welcome from the Pacific Northwest! This is the year for some 
new changes and some not so new.



   The not so new is the re-installation of officers such as our 
wonderful President Heidi Tanada (also Area 9 Director) and trea-
surer, Esther Bish. Our new officers are: Vice President Sandie 
Robertson and Sally Van Wie is the new secretary. Installation of 
these officers was done beautifully by Karen Reeves, National 
Second Vice President, with Dorothy Schultz effectively installing 
the new officers for OR-3. This was done at our 65th anniversary 
luncheon, held at the Monarch Hotel in Clackamas. Our oldest 
Marine, Dorothy Wages from OR-4, and our youngest Marine, 
Tina Birch, cut the anniversary cake. Karen Reeves and her 
members from OR-3 and many from OR-4 were present for the 
anniversary celebration. Ruth Falconbury and Hattie Kelley were 
in charge of the luncheon and popular bake sale. Hats off to the 
two of you for all the hard work you did! SALUTE!!

     It is with a sad 
note that I mention 
the passing of Evelyn 
Kalian on 7 December. 
Evelyn was a WWII 
WR serving under the 
name of Evelyn C. 
Desler. She was a life 
member of WMA. Yet 
again, we were sad-
dened by the loss of 
our dear friend Andy, 
husband of Golda 

Fabian. He was always a willing chauffer and aide for our events. 
He will be sadly missed by all of us.
     On a bright note, we wish to welcome our newest and youngest 
member, Tina Birch, and our newest Loyal Escort, Judith Rankin, 
who is the daughter of member Dolly Ruble.
     We all hope you have a terrific summer, but remember our 
troops that are all over the world in your thoughts and prayers 
always. Semper Fidelis.
                                                                       Sally Van Wie

Oregon members representing all eras of 
women Marines are (l-r): Golda Fabian, Ruth 
Falconbury, Sally van Wie, Nancy visser and 

Tina Birch.

OR-3  Eager Beavers

     We hope “Y’all” have a great summer and stay safe while doing 
fun things. Until next time then…I remain…Semper Fidelis.

                                                                 Karen L. Reeves 

TX-2  Texas Gulf  Coast

     Happy Spring, ladies!!  
     Our February meeting was held on the 2nd at Bayland 
Community Center in Houston. We had a great time of remem-
brance and celebration. We also had a great lunch and one yummy 
cake! 
     Convention reservations are coming in at a steady rate, and 
the on-line reservation link is now up and running. Please be sure 
to read the updated deadlines in all those forms in the middle of 
the newsletter. Basically, what they say is that we need all mail-in 
registrations (for all activities) by 1 August. On-line registrations 
need to be completed by 15 August. Any tours or extras you want 
to sign up for should be completed by 1 August so we can firm 
up the transportation details. We will need to give the hotel our 
meal information early August as well, so get those registrations 
in as soon as you can.
     Taps – It is with great sadness that we sound taps for two of 
our members - Esther Malley and Margil Benedict – both WWII 
vets. It’s hard to say goodbye to people you’ve come to respect 
and appreciate.  Though I didn’t get to know Margil, I’ve heard 
she was a really nice lady. Esther Malley was the one of whom I 
have the most memories. She always had a big smile for every-
one, and always a joke to share.  You could tell she liked to laugh. 
There was such a sparkle in her eyes. Both ladies will be greatly 
missed.
     See you in Houston!! Semper Fidelis, y’all!!. 

                                                                       BJ Huggins

WA-l  The Evergreen State

     Our first meeting for 2008 was held on 16 February at the 
Berkshire Restaurant in Seattle. This was our anniversary cel-
ebration for women Marines. The following members and guests 
were in attendance: Pat Karrasch, Betty Strand, Gerry Ahnstrom, 
Marian Lavrinec, Honey Langdon and husband Art (Loyal Escort), 
Rose Marie Sillence and husband, Julie Sheridan, Zelda Barrows 
and Louise George. The tables were decorated with pots of beau-
tiful primroses (provided by President Pat) and nut cups. Dessert 
was provided by V-P Betty Strand - a delicious cheesecake.
     Election of officers was next on the agenda and the follow-
ing were elected and installed by Chaplain Honey Langdon: Pat 
Karras, president; Betty Strand, vice president; Marian Lavrinec, 
secretary; Zelda Barrows, treasurer; and Honey Langdon, chap-
lain.
     The next meeting of the chapter was held on 19 April at the 
Berkshire Restaurant.
     Our annual day at the Emerald Downs racetrack will be on 26 
July. We are always honored with one race named for WMA. We 
are expecting the OR-l chapter to meet with us at the racetrack 
that day. This should be a fun get-together.
     A cheerful note to all members who are unable to attend meet-
ings. We think of you often. Semper Fidelis!

                                                                       Louise George
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     Greetings from the Pacific Northwest…
   Several of our members once again ventured north to share the 
day with the gals from OR-1. Each year the Lady Marine Rose 
Chapter hosts the women Marines anniversary celebration. 
    Karen Reeves, OR-3 president, presided over the installation of 
the new officers for the Lady Marine Rose Chapter. She presented 
each new officer with an American flag and a plaque denoting 
their office.  
     By the time you are reading this latest issue of ‘Nouncements 
we will have enjoyed hosting our annual Spring Fling. This year’s 
theme was “Warm and Cozy”. Each person attending was greeted 
and presented with a cozy fleece throw. After the visiting and 
catching up on all the news was finished, everyone enjoyed sam-
pling, then choosing, the favorite soup of their choice. As always, 
the auction and raffle was full of surprises.
      Summer is right around the corner and the convention will 
soon be here. Several of our members will be making the trip to 
Texas and are looking forward to meeting up with old friends and 
making lots of new ones.



WI-1  Wisconsin Women Marines

 The highlight of a bru-
tal winter was a gather-
ing of women Marines 
in the Madison area at 
Fitzgerald’s Supper Club 
in Middleton on 13 
February to celebrate the 

65th Anniversary of Women Marines. Pictured are Renee Schlick, 
Ellen Healey, Annette Howards, Dee Fix, LtCol Julie Schaffer, 
Connie Allord and Mibs Ewald. Julie brought a beautiful cake 
and the group - four WWII and three of more recent times - had a 
wonderful time exchanging stories. 
     March being Women’s History Month, the WDVA sponsored 
a noon program at the impressive Veterans Museum on Capitol 
Square. This was the year for women Marines and the program 
was “Women Marines, Then and Now”. Renee Schlick was mis-
tress of ceremonies. Mibs Ewald presented her stories of life in the 
Corps from 1943 to 1945 and LtCol Julie Schaffer, presently in 
the reserves after having served a tour of duty in Iraq, shared her 
stories of life in the Corps today. After the great program a group 
of women veterans (mostly Marines) continued their camaraderie 
over lunch at the Concourse Hotel Restaurant just around the cor-
ner. 
     February’s biggest veterans’ event is the Salute to the Legislature, 
preceded by the regular meetings of the Board of Veterans Affairs, 
their committees and council and then a Stakeholders Conference 
at the Monona Terrace, the regular Salute, attended by the gover-
nor and legislators, and followed by a very large reception which 
included any veterans who wished to meet their legislators. Connie 
is on the Council of Veterans Programs and Annette joined her 
there for the Salute. Ellen Healey and her husband were among 
the attendees.
       In every chapter some rain may fall and it did. On 22 February 
we lost a very dedicated member, Marianne (Noeske) Liesenfeld of 
Milwaukee, a WWII veteran. She was a past president of the WI-1 
chapter twice, and was always involved and attended chapter meet-
ings. She and her husband ran a very successful lakeside restaurant 
for many years and she was also a realtor. Ruth Holman and 
Bernice Smith represented the chapter at her funeral.
    On March 8 we learned of the sudden death of Marion Forrer’s
50-year-old daughter, Jeanne Halverson, a blow not only to her 
family but many friends. Annette and Connie attended her very
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     And what a race it was! More than 100 registered runners, 
walkers, stroller pushers and youth of all ages came out to support 
the Phyllis Alexander Chapter’s 3rd annual Molly Marine Run/
Walk.
     The race was held on Parris Island. The weather was the best 
we have ever had and the turn out was great. The overall winner, 
Capt. Josh Rogers, came in with a time of 17:43. 
     We could not have done it without the tremendous support we 
receive from the command and our local community supporters. 
We appreciate all their support.
    The chapter also hosted a dinner in honor of the 65th Anniver-
sary. Everyone had a great time telling stories, sharing history and 

winning donated door prizes. 
     A big thank you goes out to all the Marines in the chapter, 
sponsors, race workers, participants and our caterer that helped 
make another great race and dinner.
                                                                        Brenda Moore

SC-1 Hosts 3rd annual Molly Marine Run/Walk

sad but beautiful funeral services in Stoughton, hometown of the 
family.
     Also in March we lost another WWII member, Isobel (Sim) 
Baldyga, who had lived at the Veterans Home in King for several 
years. She was born in Rhode Island, served as a SSgt in commu-
nications in Hawaii in WWII and later married Chester Baldyga, 
also a Marine. She later moved to Madison to be with her only 
daughter, Phyllis (who also married a Marine) and her family. A 
lovely military memorial service was held in Middleton with Dee 
Fix, Annette Howards and Connie representing WMA and were 
joined by members of the Marine Corps League in an opening cer-
emony to honor her life and service to her country. We express our 
heartfelt sympathy to the families of all those who we lost in this 
short time.  May our welcome springtime bring fond memories 
and happier times in the months to come and on to the convention 
in Houston.                                                                      Connie Allord

CA-29 Twenty Nine Palms

     The members of CA-29 met in April at the home of President 
Elaine Bowden in 29 Palms for a light buffet, short meeting and 
program by member Dana Ogle on her recent tour of duty in Iraq. 
Dana brought pictures, uniforms and some of the gear that she 
and other Marines, both women and men, wear while serving in 
“the other desert”. This very informative program was enjoyed by 
the members that had served during WW II, Korea, Vietnam and 
the first Gulf war. Members tried on the 20-plus pound Kevlar 
vest, helmet and other equipment and compared notes of what the 
uniforms were like when they served. 
     Future events in May that the chapter will 

be participating in consist of Memorial Day 
services at the 29 Palms cemetery, where a 
wreath will be dedicated in honor of all the 
women veterans that have served and died 
for our country. Denne Howard will represent 
the chapter at a MCJROTC award program at 
Desert Hot Springs High School where the 
outstanding female cadet will be awarded a 
$100.00 savings bond by CA -29.
     The next chapter meeting will be in August 
and all women Marines, (active duty, retired 
and former), are invited to us. Contact Elaine 

Bowden for date, place and time. 
                                                                      Elaine Bowden

Dorothy Angill, WWII 
WR, giving the com-
bat gear a trial fit.



Item:  USMC ribbon magnet, yellow and red … $3.00

Item:   Marine Corps emblem antenna toppers, black or silver & gold 
(please specify) . . . . . . . . . $5.00

Item:  Streamer holder 
         for Chapter Flag … $7.00

Item: Loyal Escort
         ball caps … $8.00

Item: Loyal Escort Patch … $5.00
Item: “I love my Woman Marine” small bumper sticker … $2.00
Item: “I love my Woman Marine” round magnet …$3.00
Item:  “I love my Woman Marine” round button …$2.00
Shipping and handling will vary but should range from $2.00 to $6.00 

Contact: Tabitha Cunningham, 2393 Hillstock Ave., Akron, OH 44312,
            330-784-4648  •   tlcmenagerie@hotmail.com.

WMA Patch, small . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.00 
WMA Patch, large . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.50
WMA Pin, Hat (pin or clutch) . . . . $3.00
WMA Pin, Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.90
WMA Clock (10 3/4” diameter gold toned frame,
 green lettering and logo)   . . . . . . . . . $10.00
Bezel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4.00
WMA Flag . . . . . $182.00
Chapter Streamers  (36” red ribbon embroidered 
with chapt. designation and name). . . . .  $35.00
Book, “Above & Beyond, Former Marines
Conquer the Civilian World” 
 (shipping & handling included) . . . .  $30.00

Make All Checks Payable to WMA
Contact:  Gloria Nix, Merchandise Sales Chairman 
 3802 North 12th Ave., Pensacola, FL 32503-3162

 Cell: (850) 936-2016  Home: (850) 433-5292 
email: wmadixidust@cox.net

Sizes for WMA Caps:
20 1/2 - 20 7/8 . . . . . . XSm
21 1/4 - 21 5/8 . . . . . .  Sm
22 - 22 3/8 . . . . . . . . . M
22 3/4 - 23 1/8 . . . . . .  L
23 1/2 - 23 7/8 . . . . . .  XL
24 1/4 - 24 5/8 . . . . . .  XXL

WMA Cap (3 months delivery). . . . $30.00
Chapter designation: ___ ___ -___ ___ 
   Example: CA-1 (4 spaces only except USA-1,2,3.)
  Size: (1” above ears - allow for hair style)

WMA insulated travel mugs
 (red w/ USMC emblem on both sides)   $8.00
WMA insulated travel mugs
 (green with WMA patch on one side  and
 the USMC emblem on the other side)    $8.00

Medallion, ’90 Denver Conv . . . . . . . .  $3.00
50th Anniversary Medallions . . . . . . . $5.00
50th Anniversary Paper Weights  . . .  $10.00

Loyal Escorts of the
 Green Garter Merchandise

Your Purchases Support The Association!WMA National Merchandise Sales
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WMA Caps: Supplier Informs of Price Increase
     I received a letter from the company that makes the WMA 
Caps,  (Lancaster Uniform Cap Co. INC.)  Their news is not 
good. The Lancaster letter reads as follows:
“March 20, 2008
Due to increasing prices over the past years, we are forced 
to increase the prices of the caps that we will be providing 
for you. As you know, we have not changed the price since 
2000. Starting on May 1.  
Cap prices are:
    $32.50 per cap with ‘Women Marines Association’
    $29.50 per cap for over 100 shipped to you
    $3.50 per cap lettering (chapter number and state ID name

    $2.50 per cap shipping (if ordering four or more, normal 
    UPS charges will apply)
We will no longer be holding stock here for you. However, you 
are welcome to order 100 or more shipped to your address. 
Because the ordering is slow, it is too difficult to keep track of 
stock on these caps.
Thank you, (signed)
Martha Aguilar
Lancaster Uniform Cap Co”
     WMA is working to locate a new supplier for the WMA 
caps. Please watch this newsletter for more information.
                                                                                 Gloria Nix

The Marine Corps “small world” syndrome strikes again! Does anyone 
recognize the two players on the back row left in this photo? This is the 
Okinawa All-Star softball team. Convention 
Co-Chair Karen Beatty is the first one after 
the coach. The player beside her is Rhonda 
Lebrescu-Amtower. Maybe one of them can 
fess up with a date on the photo! 

Does anyone know any of the other players?

USMC: A Small World

     Well, we are in full swing for conven-
tion planning. I hope that each chapter 
takes advantage of the WMA PX/“Space 
Trading Center” to sell your chapter 
merchandise to make some money for 
your treasury. Space is not a problem 
since the Space Trading Center is defi-
nitely TEXAS size and there is more 
than enough room for every chapter to 
participate. It would be wonderful to 
see representation from each of our 80 

plus chapters. So if you haven’t done so 
already, send in your reservation for your 
table now!
     Remember my first Took Kit Tip?  
It regarded “Flag Etiquette”. Since at 
convention we always display our nation-
al flag with an “eagle” topper orna-
ment, WMA chapter flags should use 
the “spearhead” topper ornament. So 
don’t forget when preparing to bring 
your chapter flag that you need to have 

the “spearhead” vice the “eagle” topper 
ornament.
     And one last reminder and good luck 
wishes go out to those who are competing 
in the Recognition and Awards program. 
Don’t hesitate to submit an entry in the 
different categories. Last convention we 
didn’t have enough entries for all of the 
categories so remember YOU CAN’T 
WIN IF YOU DON’T PLAY!   
                  Rhonda Lebrescu-Amtower

Chapter Tool Kit



Women Marines Association   Merchandise sales  Women Marines Association

Shirts and Sweats
Item: Night Shirt/VCoverup, White, knee length, round neck, WMA logo 
         “The Few, The Proud” in green 
Cost:   $20.00 (Incl. postage and handling) 
Size:   One-size-fits-most, short sleeve only  Chapter: Bay State, MA-1 
Checks: Payable to Bay State Chapter, WMA 
Contact: Joyce Barden, 56 Poor St, Andover, MA  01810

✰
Item:    White Sweatshirts and T-Shirts Women Marines’ logo in green  
            (WWI, Current, WWII) Courtesy of Col Charles Waterhouse 
Cost:    T-Shirts- M, L, XL and XXL @ $10.00; Sweatshirts - M, L, XL@$24.00,
            XXL @  $25.00   Pay to: WMA PA-2 Liberty Belles (Price includes shipping)   
Contact: Kathy Van Gorder, 584 Barrington Rd., Collegeville, PA 19426

✰
Item:  Golf shirt Dark (Hunter) Green with WMA logo (matches green 
          covers) embroidered in white. Available in sizes (S) to (XXL)
Cost:  $28.00  (includes postage)  Chapter:  VA-1 Crossroads 
Make checks payable to:  WMA, VA-1
Contact: Lori B. Cousins, 2220 Wildflower Way, Locust Grove, VA   
                22508 (540) 399-9925  Email: BronsonLC@juno.com

✰
Item: Medium sage Green polo shirts with dark green trim around
         sleeves, collar and button plaquet. Two color logo on left chest 
         (dark green and khaki). Personalization with name and/or chapter
          affiliation available. Please specify. 
Cost:  $35.00 includes shipping and personaliztion
Size:   S, M, L, XL and 2XL (If you don’t want it snug, suggest a size up)
Chapter: GA-1 WMA
Contact: Sheryl Hobden, 7158 Avalon Dr., Douglasville, GA 30135. 678-838-
0620        WMAGeorgia@yahoo.com. Please include your phone and/or
               email with order.

✰

Item:   “I’m The Marine In This Family” t-shirt or sweatshirt; Your choice of 
           red or black.
Cost:   T-Shirt, $15 plus $5 postage; Polo shirt, $20 plus $5 postage;
           Sweatshirt, $20 plus $5 postage.  Size:  S-XXXL
Chapter: OH-2 Chesty Puller
Contact: Ellen Leidy, 1107 Columbus Ave., Barberton, OH 44203
              (330) 825-8935 e-mail: leidyrun@aol.com

✰

Item:   Blue DenimShirt Eagle, Globe & Anchor in gold and silver 
           embroidery over left pocket, Women Marines Association in red 
           print left of logo, individual’s name printed on right side.
Cost:   $35.00 plus $5.00 for shipping 
Size:  S, M, L, and XL (shirts run large) specify short or long sleeve style
Chapter: Texas Gulf Coast Checks: Payable to TX-2 WMA
Contact: Judy Anderson, 726 Beachcomber, Houston, TX 77062
              e-mail: gulfcoastwm@AOL.com

✰
Item:   Forest Green Sweatshirts, t-shirts, short sleeved golf shirts, long sleeved
           golf shirts and low profile cap.All shirts are embroidered with WMA on
           the left side and Women Marines Association underneath. Embroidery 
           is in white; low profile cap has WMA embroidered in white.
Cost:   All prices include shipping and handling per item.
           Sweatshirts: M- XL - $26 each; 2X - $28 each
            T-Shirts: M - 2XL - $16 each; Short sleeved golf shirts: M - XL - $28 each
           Long sleeved golf shirts: M - XL - $32 each
           Low profile cap: one size fits all - $16 each   
Checks: Old Dominion Chapter, WMA VA-2
Contact: Mickey Jennings, 6486 Lark Way, Mechanicsville, VA 23111
              E-mail: mickeyjennings@hotmail.comDecals

Item:“My Grandmother was a Marine” decal for t-shirt
         “My mother was a Marine” decal for t-shirt Cost:  $2.25 each
         (includes shipping) 
Item:   Women Marine Rose Decal (1 large, 2 small)
Cost: $3.50
Chapter: Ohio Emerald (OH-1)
Contact: Mary Lou Gruber, Treasurer, 
              30427 Wolf Road, Bay Village, OH 44140

Item: WMA Decal (Inside auto windshield)
Cost: $1.00 ea. (includes postage). For Chapters: $20 for 25 decals
Chapter:  Make checks payable to Gold Coast of Florida (FL-3)
Contact: Ruth Beisner, Lyndhurst E-99, Deerfield Beach, FL 33442

 ✰
Item: Seals
Cost: $1.25 for 10  Chapter: Make checks to FL-2
Contact: Sylvia Morgan, 13662 87th Avenue, Seminole, FL 33776

Jewelry
Item:    WMA Bolo w/ WMA Logo and cord in gold finish (also available bolo 
with USMC Emblem only). 
Cost:    $20.00 (includes shipping)  Chapter: Make checks payable to TX-3, WMA 
Contact: Anne M. Collins, 519 Devine St., San Antonio, TX 78210-1505

Send chapter ads to Sondra Metzger, 3805 NE141 Circle, Edmond, OK 73013-7221, 
Editor@womenmarines.org. When WMA sales items are no longer  available, notify 
Sondra so they can be removed.

Chapter Merchandise Sales

Books
Item:  Not “Just Another Cookbook” More than 100 recipes
           by  food grouping. Size: 6”x9” 
Cost:     $5.75 (includes shipping)  Chapter: NC-1 
Contact: Mary Sabourin, 339 Bear Creek Rd., Hubert, NC 28539-3409 

✰ 
Item:  A limited edition booklet of line drawings portraying 
Women Marines, signed and numbered by the artist,
Marion A. Alien, a Regimental Artist during WWII. The original 
art is now a part of the U.S. Marine Corps Art Collection
 at the Museums Branch, Washington, D.C. 
Printed in Forest Green ink. 
Size: 12-Page Booklet (10”X7-1/4”) 
Cost:     $3.00 (including postage) Chapter: TX-2 
Contact: Barbara Clark, 3539 Teakwood Drive, Pearland, TX 77584
                or e-mail Brchoho@aol.com

✰
Item:  We Are Marines: History & stories from
 women who served & are serving      
Cost: $25.00 ($4 shipping & handling) Checks: NC-1
Contact: Mary Sabourin, 339 Bear Creek Rd., 
Hubert, NC 28539-3409

✰ 

Item: “The American Flag” Booklet
Cost:   $4.00 (includes shipping) Payable to: CA-8, WMA 
Chapter: Palms to Pines 
Contact: Ozell Barksdale, 
               President, 5394 Sierra Street, Riverside, CA  92504
              (951) 688-2806   e-mail:ozellb@pacbell.net

✰
Item:  “Parris Island: A Woman’s Memoir of
          Marine Corps Boot Camp”
           Signed copy by author Lisa Cordeiro      
Cost: $16.95 ($3.95 shipping)
Chapter: MA-1
Contact: Lisa Cordeiro, 35 Berkeley St., Watertown, MA 02472
              or order online at www.lisacordeiro.comhttp://lisacordeiro.com

✰ 
Item:  “Cooking With Marines”, a collection of recipes
           from Marines (2008 Fundraiser)          
Cost: $12.50 (includes shipping) Chapter: TX-2
Contact: B.J. Huggins, (WMA) P.O.Box 1821
             Pasadena, TX  77501

Cards/Stationery

Item:  Name Tags, White w/ green border and logo;
          Two lines (name and organization); 3”x 1” 
Cost:     $8.00  Chapter: Make checks to FL-2 
Contact: Sylvia Morgan, 13662 87th Avenue, Seminole, FL 33776

✰

Item:     WMA Postcard - 51/2” x 41/4” Wide green stripe top & left margins. 
             WMA logo in upper left corner 
Cost:    10 for $1.60; 15 for $2.10; 20 for $2.60 (prices include P&H) 
Checks:  CA-7, WMA  Chapter: EMVSC (CA-7) 
Contact: Eleanor L. Judge, 282 San Dimas Avenue, Oceanside, CA 92057

 ✰
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Item:  WMA Logo Earrings (matches gold bolo) 
Cost:  $10.00/pair (includes shipping) 
Chapter: Make checks payable to: TX-3 WMA
          Please designate one:  ❏ Wire/Dangle ❏ Clip-on  
          Contact: Anne M. Collins, 519 Devine St.,  San Antonio, TX 78210-1505

 ✰
Item:  WMA Ring. Jeweler - Jostens 
Cost:  Lustrium (non precious white) $181.00
          Questra (non precious gold) $218.00
          10 Karat Yellow Gold $325.00
          14 Karat Gold $395.00  (Cost includes three initials inside ring & shipping)  
          Note: Include ring size and phone number when ordering 
Chapter: FL-7 First Coast 
Contact: Gayle Plant, President FL-7, PO Box 463, Keystone Heights, FL 
32656; 
             (352) 473-7826

✰
Item: WMA Pendant on chain Size: 7/8 inches round 
Item: WMA Lapel Pin Size: 7/8 inches round 
Cost:  $19.75 each (including shipping) 
Chapter: FL-7 First Coast 
Contact: Gayle Plant, President FL-7, PO Box 463
              Keystone Heights, FL 32656; (352) 473-7826

✰ 
Item:  Charm “Semper Fi” 
Cost:  $15.00
Chapter: Lady Marine Rose (OR-1) 
Contact:  Cleary Creations, 2225 NE 130th Ave., Portland, OR 97230-1704

✰
Item: Red, White, Blue Austrian Crystal elastic bracelet
Cost: $12.00 includes shipping Chapter:  IN-1  Checks:   Payable to IN-1
Contact:  Diane Ward, 8310 W. 88th Street,  Indianapolis, IN 46278 (317) 873-4113

Miscellaneous Items
Item: USMC Sun catchers (also have other military branches)
Cost: $5.00 each
Size: 4” round w/suction hanger  Chapter:  CA-15
Contact:   Pat Murray, 40701 Rancho Vista #92
                Palmdale, CA., 93551  (661) 718-8324

 ✰
Item:  Travel neck pouch, black w/two zippered sections
          on one side with clear section on reverse with
          WMA logo; adjustable strap; size 6-1/2”x4-1/2”
Cost:   $5.00 each (includes shipping)
Chapter: NM-1 (checks payable to NM-1 Sandia Chapter) 
Contact: Stella Delgado-Kinnison, 204 General Patch NE, Albuquerque, NM 87123

 ✰
Item:     WMA Logo Magnet. Ideal for gift. Size 2” long, 11/2” wide 
Cost:     $2.00 includes postage   Chapter: NJ-2 
Contact: Lorraine Nankivell, PO Box 208, 38 Point Pleasant Rd, Hopatcong, NJ 07843-0208
                                                                   ✰
Item:  New aluminum license plate in distinctive RED 
          lettering on white. Includes a Semper Fi sticker
Cost:  $8.00 (postpaid) Chapter: FL-4, Tampa Tarpons 
Contact: Laveme H. Myers, 3803 Drexel Avenue,  Tampa, FL 33611-1517
                                                   ✰
Item:   WMA “Semper Fi” bumper sticker (for anyplace—boat, luggage, etc.).
           White w/green - 2” x 9”
Cost:  $1.50 ea. for 5 for $6.45 or 10 for $11.00; postpaid
Contact:  Laverne H. Myers, 3803 Drexel Avenue,  Tampa, FL 33611-1517

 ✰
Item:  High quaity 16 oz Stainless Steel Insulated Travel Mug w/locking lid, green 
           WMA logo on both sides, Comfort handle, fits universal auto holder.
Cost:     $10.00 each including shipping & handling
Chapter: OR-3  Checks:  Payable to WMA OR-3
Contact: Karen L. Reeves, 6923 Jessica Drive,  Springfield, OR 97478
              (541) 741-1213  e-mail: klro42@aol.com 

✰
Item:    WMA Umbrella, green with WMA logo, Automatic Open 
Button 
            Size: Collapsed 15 inches long, open 21 inches long and 36 inches wide
Cost:    $17.75 (includes shipping)  Chapter: FL-7 First Coast
Contact: Gayle Plant, President FL-7, PO Box 463,  Keystone Heights, FL 32656
             (352) 473-7826Vol. 1 •  2008

✰
Item:  WMA logo Rubber Stamps
Cost:  Large stamp: $11.00 (includes mailing) Small stamp: $8.00 (includes 
         mailing)  Chapter: CA-7 (Checks to: EMV, CA-7, WMA) 
Contact:  Marie A Proulx, 748 Pearwood Street,  Oceanside, CA 92057-8618

Item: Fanny Pack WMA Logo Cost: $10.00  Chapter:  FL-2
Contact:  Sylvia Morgan, 13662 87th Avenue,  Seminole, FL 33776       

✰
Item: Clear Vinyl Bag with Long Zipper, WMA Logo Women Marines 
         Association. Green/White Size: 9” x 12” 
Cost: $6.25 (includes shipping)  Chapter: NC-1 
Contact: Mary Sabourin, 339 Bear Creek Rd., Hubert, NC 28539-3407

✰
Item:  Mouse Pad, 7” x 8”, white background, WMA logo, “The Few, The Proud” 
          in green
Cost:  $10    Chapter:  Bay State, MA-1 Checks:  Payable to Bay State Chapter, WMA
Contact:  Joyce Barden, 56 Poor Street,  Andover, MA 01810

✰
Item:  Molly Marine picture, 8 x 10
Cost:  $12 each (includes shipping)  Chapter:  AR-1
Contact:  Vickie Davis, Treasurer, AR-1, 415 Maryland St.
               Benton, AR  72015

✰
Item:  2007 WMA Historical Calendar:
          “Strike Up the Band”
Cost:  $15 each (includes S&H) 
Chapter:  TX-2, WMA
Contact:  Judy Anderson,
              726 Beachcomber, Houston, TX 77062 • email, gulfcoastwm@aol.com

✰
Item:  Handmade soy wax candles (Lavender, White Tea and Ginger, Rose, 
          Lemon and Lovespell)
Cost:  9 oz. $10 (plus $5 Shipping); 16 oz. $15 (plus $5 Shipping)
(Two candles or more contact Bonniesbunch@yahoo.com or Rosa_rmr@yahoo.
com for correct shipping)
Checks:  WMA-Phyllis Alexander  Chapter:  SC-1
Contact:  Rosa Robertson, WMA, P.O. Box 5296, Parris Island, SC 29905 (or via email)

✰

Item:  “Proud To Be A Marine” ribbon magnet, 8”x 3”
Cost:  $6 each (includes postage)
Item:  WW II magnet, 3-1/2”x 2-1/2”, red lettering on white
          background with blue border
Cost:  $2 each (includes postage)
Contact: Marie Proulx, 748 Pearwood St., Oceanside, CA 92057-8618

✰
Item:  Woman Marine cover cross stitch pattern, with backstitch
          eagle, globe and anchor.
Cost:  $2.50 each (includes shipping) Chapter:  OH-2
Contact:  Janice Lascko, 3157 W. 82nd St., Cleveland, OH 44102 or
               janlascko@yahoo.com. Payments can be made through PayPal at
               this same email address.

✰

Item:  2006 Convention Luggage Tags; Green vinyl with white lettering
Cost:  2/$5.75 (includes shipping & handling) Chapter: Rocky Top Chapter, TN-1
Contact:  WMA, TN-1, 818 Wild View Way, Knoxville, TN 379207609

✰

Item:  “Koozie” Bottle or Can size sleeve for sweat absorption, foldable foam, green, 
with WMA logo in white on one side, other side in white letters: “No Sweat, the 
WOMEN Marines are on duty” Cost:  $4.00 each, or 20 for $75.00 (Price includes 
shipping) 
Contact:  Kathy Van Gorder, 584 Barrington Rd., Collegeville, PA 19426
e-mail: VanGorders2@aol.com Fax: 610-489-4383

✰
Item:  Bumper sticker, The Few, The Proud, The Women Marines
Cost:  $1.50 each (Price includes shipping) Chapter:  NM-1 (checks payable to Sandia 
Chapter)
Contact:  Phyllis Young, 1070 Stovall Ave., Bosque Farms, NM 87068

✰
Item:  Pewter zipper pulls, yellow ribbon pin, heart necklace or ornaments all with 
the eagle, globe and anchor.
Cost:  $6.00. $5.00, $10.00 or $9.00 (plus $3.00 shipping per item)
Chapter:  MN-1 Minnesota Leathernecks (make checks payable to MN-1)
Contact:  Mary McGee, 2652 Marshall St NE #301, Minneapolis, MN 55418
               (612) 788-1216
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Acceptance of an advertisement for printing in ‘Nouncements in no way 
endorses, nor does it indicate approval of the quality of the product. All local 
and state taxes, including any licenses, are the responsibility of the chapter 
submitting the ad. A percentage of profits from the sale of merchandise adver-
tised on these pages must go to a chapter in order to be listed here.
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Tell Us Who/Where You Are!
 WE NEED YOUR HELP!
     The new Resource Manual and Directory will be published in approximately six months 
with information in our data base as of 1 October 2008. We need your help to make it as ac-
curate as possible.
     Please fill in all the entries on the membership form on the reverse of this page, mark it 
“UPDATE INFORMATION”, and mail it to the address shown. We especially need your next 
of kin information to be updated (even though it’s not printed in the RM&D) and your birthday 
(we don’t print the year, but it’s very helpful to have in our data base). Similarly, it’s very help-
ful for us to have Social Security Number, phone number and email address in our data base 
(which is very secure and accessible by no more than three people).  
     While you’re at it, please check your membership expiration date (to the left of your address 
on the reverse) and go ahead and send in your renewal, with all the information filled in, saving 
us postage to mail you a renewal notice. Ensuring your mailing address is up-to-date will also 
help us to avoid returned postage charges.

     As stated in previous issues, postage and printing of ‘Nouncements and the RM&D is 
expensive and our dues are a bargain compared to other organizations.   Any (extra) funds you 
could send in along with this information would be put to very good use, whether in the Gen-
eral Fund for normal expenses (to include printing, postage, database maintenance, advertising 
and web site fees) or in other specific projects noted below.  
     Please also consider remembering WMA in your estate planning. We have received be-
quests in the past and will work with you if you want to set up a gift annuity, a donor advised 
fund, or make other special arrangements. Contact Carol Mutter (see ‘Nouncements Page 2) for 
additional information.

Enclosed is my donation of $_________________ to the Women Marines Association.  

I desire it to be applied as follows:          Amount

 General Fund…………………………………………..____________

 Headquarters Fund ……………………………………____________

 Inheritance/Emergency Fund .………………………...____________

 Memorial Scholarship Fund …………………………..____________

 Major Megan McClung Memorial Scholarship……….____________

 In Memory of   ___________________________________________

 In Honor of   _____________________________________________

 Women of the Corps History Preservation Project……____________

Thank you for your contribution to the important work of WMA
 and helping us keep the database accurate!
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Dates served                           to                              How did you hear about WMA?

Name

Address

SSN                                             DOB                        Chapter Code                        Phone (               )

Molly Marine Award Recipient              If yes, year                MOS/Special Skills

Email Address                                                                                 Please add Email to WMA Communications List

Dues include ‘Nouncements and the Resource Manual and Membership Directory. Please check your membership level

           ❏1 Year $15  ❏2 Years $25 Life Dues (pro-rated by age):  ❏ 30 & Under $220 ❏ 31-45 $190  ❏ 46-60 $155  ❏ 61 & Over $120
I certify that by my signature that I am now serving or have served honorably in the United States Marine Corps, regular or reserve components.

Signature                                                                                         Date:                                   Enrolled by: (member/chapter)

Please provide Next of Kin information in case of an emergency.

Next of Kin                                                                                                                                 Relationship

Address                                                                                                                         Phone (               )

Make check payable to WMA and mail with application to:  Women Marines Association
                                                                                           P.O. Box 8405 • Falls Church, VA 22041-8405

Women Marines Association
P.O. Box 8405

Falls Church, VA 22041-8405

Address Service Requested

Women Marines 
Association

Application for Membership  (PLEASE PRINT) Check Applicable box: ❏ New  ❏ Renewal ❏ Reinstated  ❏ New Life  ❏ Life

Application for membership in Loyal Escorts of the Green Garter  The Auxiliary of the WMA

Check applicable box ❐ New   ❐ Renewal   ❐ Reinstated  ❐ Regular   ❐ Life  (Sponsor must be a WMA Life Member)

(Please Print)

Name: _________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

City and State with Zip Code: ___________________________________________________

Telephone with area code: (winter)______________________ (summer) ____________________

e-mail address: ____________________________________________________________

Contact in case of emergency with address and phone: ____________________________________

Address: ____________________________________ Telephone:_____________________

DOB: ______________ SSN: _________________________________________

Sponsor’s  Name:  _________________________________    Sponsor’s Chapter Code: _________

Is Your Sponsor a [a]         Friend [b]          Relative?    Do You Live with Sponsor?: __ Yes  __ No

Enclosed Amount of Dues:  $____________ 
Dues include ‘Nouncements if not already received in household.

2-year Membership - $25
Life Membership

(Fee pro-rated by age)
(Sponsor must be a WMA Life member)

Sponsor’s WMA Life Membership # ________

❐ 40 & under ...$175.00    ❐ 41 to 45 ...$145.00

❐ 46 to 60 ...$125.00

❐ 61 to 70 ...$100.00    ❐ 71 to 80 ...$75.00 

❐ 81 & Over ...$50.00

Signature: ______________________________

Date: ________________
LOYAL ESCORTS MUST BE  SPONSORED

 BY A WMA MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING
Make checks payable to Loyal Escorts of the Green 
Garter and mail to: 
              Jeanne Cantrell, Secretary/Treasurer
              Loyal Escorts of the Green Garter
              11 Brown Street
              Irving, Texas 75061-6000

(Last) (First)

(Last) (First)

(Middle Initial)

(Middle Initial)

(Street)

(City) (State) (zip + 4)

Day / Month / Year (Necessary for machine accounting)

WoMen Marines association

(Last) (First) (M.I.) (Last Name Used On Active/Reserve Duty)

(Street) (City) (State) (Zip+4)

(mo/day/yr) (i.e., CA-7)

Annual 
Dues:

(Street) (City) (State)


